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INSIDE  N 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


January  1979  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  March 
1,  1979,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) 


1474  Vladimir  Suchy,  Kvacalova  22,  801  00  Bratislava,  Czechoslovakia 
(Oriental  Numismatics) 

1475- MT  Allan  Davisson,  Rt.  2,  Box  128,  Cold  Spring,  Minnesota  56320 

(British  Isles  - Pre-1800,  Ancient  Greek  & Roman,  Medieval 
Europe) 

1476- MT  Gary  G.  Ascher,  140  W.  Pearl,  Owatonna,  Minnesota  55060 

(All  Types  of  Tokens) 

1477  Willis  C.  Mullan,  3300  Hennepin  Ave . South,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota  55408  - (Ancient  Coins  & Artifacts) 

1478-MT  Glen  L.  Gwin,  Rt.  1,  Box  55,  Quinalt,  Washington  98575 
(Asiatic  Cash,  Coins,  Paper  Money,  Charms,  Etc.) 

1479  James  Ford  Clapp,  Jr.,  20  Bellevue  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02140 
(Ancient  Imperial  Coins) 


Reinstatement : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

0570-MT  Soli  R.  Icewalla,  E-5,  Shapoor  Baug,  V.P.  Road,  Bombay  - 4, 
India  - (Commemorative  Crowns) 


Membership  Application  Blank:  A copy  of  the  new  Membership  Application 

Blank  is  enclosed  with  this  month's  mailing.  Why  not  put  it  to  good 
use  by  signing  up  a friend?  If  you  need  more  copies,  address  your 
request  to  the  Membership  Chairman  and  as  many  as  needed  will  be  sent. 

***** 

BY-LAWS : The  By-Laws  (as  amended  December  1,  1977)  have  been  reprinted 

and  a copy  is  available  to  any  member  requesting  same. 

***** 

ELECTION  RESULTS:  In  the  July  1978  issue  of  the  BULLETIN  a call  was 

made  for  nominations  of  officers  to  serve  for  the  1979-1980  term  of 
office.  Nominations  were  received  and  after  determining  the  willing- 
ness of  the  nominees  to  serve,  a ballot  was  mailed  to  the  membership 
in  October  1978.  Below  is  the  final  results  of  tallying  the  ballots: 
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President : 

Charles  Muchmore,  Jr. 

153 

Vice-President:  Don  Douglas 

152 

Dean  M.  Ryder 

1 

Secretary: 

Walter  Leonard 

151 

Treasurer : 

Elmore  B.  Scott 

153 

Jack  E.  Lewis 

1 

At-Large  Directors: 

C.  C.  Andrews  151 

William  C.  Brady  150 

Philip  L.  Lawrence  151 

Ma j . Joseph  E.  Boling  1 

W.  A.  Haskell  1 

Dean  M.  Ryder  1 

Robert  M.  Slano  1 

The  new  slate  of  of f icer s who  wil 1 serve  the  organization  for  1979- 
1980  are  reflected  in  the  Board  of  Governors  listing  on  page  2 of 
this  issue. 


***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 


Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 


Beane,  James  J. 
Boeshaar,  David  F. 
Dittrich,  Thomas  C. 
Eisen,  Stuart  T. 

Gies,  P.  A. 

Haskell,  W.  A. 

Herman,  David 
Jungbluth,  Peter 
Kobierski,  Chester 
Lorah,  James 
Mikeska,  Jurgen 
O/Brien,  Kenneth  G. 
Persing  , Chr i sta 
Rodriquez,  Jose  Maria 
Saxen,  Richard  W. 
Yale,  Dr.  Seymour  H. 


$5.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$1.00  Cash 
115  Coins  ($26 
$2.00  Cash 
$1.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
2 Coins  (NVS) 
$7.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$8.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
.00)N1  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collectio 


ll  i.  RCICICIILC  V>  V ) 

General  Operati 


on 

inc  Fund 


(NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor) 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  W.  A.  Haskell  who  has  donated 
material  to  t lie  NI  Library.  The  asterisk  (*)  indicates  that  the  book 
has  not  been  previously  listed.  The  letters  "ne"  indicates  a differ- 
ent edition  of  a book  already  on  the  shelves. 
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ne  JAPANESE  COIN  DEALERS  ASSN.  Catalog  of  Modem  Japanese  Coins. 
Pub.  1975,  135pp,  illus.  (Japanese  text).  Includes  color 
photographs 

* SCHWAN,  C.  FREDERICK  & BOLING,  JOSEPH  E.  World  War  II  Military 
Currency.  Pub.  1978,  140pp,  illus.  An  excellent  reference 
bringing  together  a number  of  earlier  works  now  out  of  print. 
Reviewed  in  the  October  1978  issue  of  the  NIB , pp338-339. 

(Note:  This  book  was  donated  by  the  authors  to  W.  A.  Haskell 

as  a review  copy  which  he  has  now  forwarded  to  the  library.) 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  extend  out  thanks 
further  to  W.  A.  Haskell  for  including  a number  of  excellent  cata- 
logues with  his  donation. 

III.  We  were  also  pleased  to  receive  a large  shipment  of  magazines 
from  Robert  L.  Clarke.  This  shipment  included  eight  complete  years  of 
Spinks'  and  Seaby's  publications,  five  complete  years  of  the  Hel- 
vetische  Munzenzeitung  and  the  Numismatic  Society  of  Auckland's  month- 
ly publication  Mintmark,  plus  an  additional  number  of  other  magazines 
and  catalogues. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Librarian 


********************************************************************* 


IDENTI F ICA T ION , Please ? 

Uruguay  20  Centesimos  1843/40 

Member  Morrison's  1843/0  20  Centesimos  of  Uruguay  (NIB,  September 
1978,  p299)  is  almost  certainly  genuine.  To  my  knowledge  there  are 
no  fakes  of  Uruguay  coppers  before  1857  (and  probably  none  after), 
although  I'm  expecting  them  to  start  as  more  Uruguayan  coins  are  ex- 
ported to  the  States.  . 

The  Krause-Mishler  photo  is  the  coin  from  the  Wayte  Raymond  (Part  1) 
auction.  This  coin  had  not  been  on  the  market  for  more  than  20  years, 
and  it  is  genuine,  as  must  be  any  coin  actually  from  the  same  dies. 

A few  of  this  date  exist  in  mint  state,  and  thus  a high  grade. 

The  raised  circle  under  the  "3"  of  the  date  is  obviously  an  obliter- 
ation of  an  uncurrent  date.  I think  the  coin  has  been  listed  as 
1843/0  because  no  coins  dated  between  1840  and  1843  are  known,  but 
this  is  just  a supposition,  as  I have  no  information  to  indicate  that 
the  die  was  used  at  any  time  before  the  date  correction. 

Uruguayan  numismatists  are  currently  preparing  a standard  catalog  of 
their  national  coinage. 


Paul  Bosco 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
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BRITISH  SUMATRA 

by  Stuart  T.  Eisen,  Bethesda,  Maryland,  NI  if  1255 


On  March  17,  1824,  the  "Treaty  of  London"  ended  139  years  of  British 
rule  at  Fort  Marlborough.  The  British  and  Dutch  signed  this  treaty, 
which  in  Article  IX  says: 

"The  Factory  of  Fort  Marlborough  and  all  the  English  Possessions 
on  the  Island  of  Sumatra  are  hereby  ceded  to  His  Netherlands 
Majesty." 

The  British  opened  their  "Factory"  (trading  post)  at  Benkulen  on 
July  12,  1685  with  a treaty  signed  by  its  ruler.  This  was  done  when 
the  Dutch  conquered  the  native  city  of  Banten  (on  Java)  in  1684. 
Banten  had  been  a free  port  until  its  rulers  angered  the  Dutch  by 
raising  the  price  of  peppers.  With  the  conquest,  the  Dutch  expelled 
all  other  Europeans,  in  an  attempt  to  monopolize  the  spice  trade. 

The  British  first  built  their  Factory  in  Benkulen  at  a site  they 
named  Fort  York.  In  the  treaty  signed  with  the  local  king,  the  Brit- 
ish were  given  the  right  to  issue  coins. 


By  the  time  the  British  and  Dutch  trading  companies  arrived  in  the 
area,  the  most  important  coin  used  in  trade  was  the  Spanish  Dollar. 
In  order  not  to  upset  and  confuse  the  natives,  the  British  based 
their  coinage  on  the  Dollar  with  20  Cash  (later  known  as  Kepangs)  to 
a Fanam,  50  Cash  to  a Ryall  and  400  to  a Dollar.  From  this  it  would 
seem  that  20  Fanams  would  equal  1 Dollar,  but  for  reasons  known  only 
to  themselves,  the  Dollar  was  made  equal  to  24  Fanams.  Possibly, 
the  Cash  equivalency  was  kept  for  payments  of  under  1 Fanam. 


The  first  coin  issued  was  a copper  Cash  piece  struck  in  1687.  The 
obverse  has  the  old  London  Company's  Balemark,  a circle  with  a cross 
'above,  divided  into  two  halves.  The  top  half  of  the  circle  is  further 
divided  into  two  more  comparments,  in  which  on  the  left  side  is  a G, 
the  right  a C.  The  bottom  half  has  an  E.  This  stands  for  G(overnor) 
and  C(ompany)  of  the  Merchants  of  London  Trading  to  the  E(ast)  Indies. 


The  reverse  has  the  inscription  in  Malay  Arabic 
Angriz  Kampani  (English  Company) . 


•/ 


a 


A second  issue  of  this  copper  was  struck  around  1695  with  the  same 
basic  design.  The  Malay  Arabic  on  the  reverse  has  been  stylized  into 
almost  straight  line  characters.  Along  with  the  treaty  that  was 
signed  in  1685,  a request  for  small  silver  coins  was  made.  These  were 

finally  struck  in  1693  when  1 and  3 Fanam 
pieces  were  issued  in  the  same  style  as  the 
copper  Cash.  Around  1695  another  striking 
was  authorized  for  the  1 and  3,  plus  a 2 
Fanam  piece  (these  are  identified  as  Madras 
Madras  5 3,4,  and  5 by  Friedberg) . 
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There  is  some  controversy  as  to  the  date,  but  in  the  early  1700's, 
the  British  were  driven  out  of  Fort  York  by  the  locals.  The  island- 
ers were  upset  by  the  new  price  for  spices  that  the  British  had  tried 
to  force  on  them.  In  1714,  a new  fort  was  built  3 miles  south  of 
where  Fort  York  had  been.  This  was  named  Fort  Marlborough  and  its 
building  was  allowed  by  the  natives  after  the  British  had  reappraised 
their  buying  price  for  the  spices. 

As  there  were  two  rival  European  powers  on  Sumatra,  the  natives  were 
less  affected  culturally  than  on  other  islands.  Since  both  the  Dutch 
and  English  wanted  to  monopolize  the  spice  trade,  the  locals  would 
(after  the  burning  of  Fort  York)  let  them  bid  against  each  other  so 
they  could  get  the  best  price.  With  this  "price  war"  and  their  being 
more  concerned  with  what  the  other  was  doing  neither  the  British  or 
Dutch  tried  to  extend  their  control  over  more  of  the  island. 


Silver  2 Suku 


The  second  series  of  coins  for  the  island  consisted  of  a silver  2 
Suku  (or  1/2  Dollar)  and  a copper  2 Kepang  piece.  The  silver  coin 
was  struck  at  the  Calcutta  Mint  in  India  of  dollar  standard  silver. 
The  obverse  is  in  English  and  consists  of  a "2"  at  the  top,  followed 
by  "FORT  MARLBRO"  and  the  date  below.  This  piece  was  struck  in  1783 

The  reverse  has  in  Malay  Arabic  a (2)  then 


and  1784. 

Sukus)  followed  by  the  date  ( \^\/(1197). 


— Jwang  Kompani  dua  suku  (Money  of  the  Company  Two 


£ 


) 


The  Suku  is  a Malay  word  meaning  the  quarter  part  of  a Spanish  Dollar, 
so  2 Sukus  is  a Half  Dollar. 


Copper  2 Kepang 


The  copper  2 Kapany  was  also  struck  in  India,  but  at  a private  mint 
owned  by  John  Princep.  The  obverse  is  the  balemark  of  the  East  India 
Co.,  with  the  .date  1783  flowing  around  the  base.  The  reverse  is  a 

K (2)  with  ^ iSiixjJ  I ' aV  — Dua  Kepang  sana  1197  (Two 

Kepang  year  1197) . There  was  a number  of  minor  varieties  all  working 
with  the  number  of  dots  around  the  rosette  and  the  dot  in  the  rosette. 
Both  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  designed  by  John  Marsden,  the 
brother  of  the  Orientalist,  William  Marsden. 
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In  1786  100  tons  of  coins  were  struck  by  Mathew  Boulton  for  Sumatra, 
at  his  mint  in  Birmingham,  England.  This  series  consisted  of  a 1, 

2 and  3 Kepang  that  were  of  a uniform  pattern.  They  were  also  struck 
in  the  years  1787  and  1798. 


Common 

Obverse 


1 Kepang  2 Kepang 


3 Kepang 


The  obverse  of  all  denominations  and  dates  consists  of  the  company's 
balemark  with  the  date  below.  The  balemark  conists  of  a heart  divided 
by  an  X into  four  compartments,  with  a 4 above.  The  top  box  has  a 
stylized  U (V),  the  sides  an  E and  I while  the  bottom  has  a C.  These 
letters  stand  for  the  U(nited)  E(ast)  I(ndia)  C (ompany) . Depending 
upon  the  year,  the  date  is  either  divided  by  an  ornament  (1786  a 
rosette  of  dots,  1787  an  ovalleaf)  or  straight  (1798).  The  reverse 
of  all  denominations  is  in  Malay  Arabic,  with  the  numerican  denomin- 
ation, the  written  denomination  and  the  the  A.H.  date.  The  3 Kepang 

has  a (3),  then  ’~L<J  — Tiga  Kepang  (Three  Kepang)  and 

the  Arabic  date  1200  (1786),  1202  (1787)  or  1213  (1798). 


The  2 and  1 Kepangs  have  the  same  general  reverse,  with  their  own 

written  denominations  J - Dua  Kepang  (Two  Kepang)  and 

— Sa  Kepang  (One  Kepang)  and  their  dates.  In  the  dating 
of  the  2 and  1 Kepang  pieces,  Boulton  made  a few  mule  types  by  put- 
ting the  wrong  date  combinations  together,  such  as  1787  with 
— 1200,  which  commenced  in  1785.  For  the  coins  dated  1798,  the 
denominations  both  numerical  and  written  are  incorrect  on  the  2 and 
1 Kepangs.  The  engraver  used  the  same  model  for  these  that  he  used 
for  the  3 Kepang,  which  turned  out  3 different  sized  3 Kepang 
pieces . 


1 Kepang  1798 

Error  with  Arabic  "3"  for  1 


Emergency  Copper  1/2  Dollar 


In  1797  the  Governor  of  the  fort,  Bruff,  had  emergency  copper  1/2 
Dollars  struck.  These  were  overstruck  on  3 Kepang  pieces,  with  FORT 
MARLBRO  on  the  obverse  and  1/2  DOLLAR  on  the  reverse.  These  tokens 
would  not  have  passed  to  the  natives  as  a 1/2  Dollar,  so  they  must 
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have  circulated  only  in  the  fort  during  a cash  shortage.  They  may 
have  been  used  as  a canteen  token  for  the  troops  or  as  payment  to 
convict  labor. 


The  last  series  for  Sumatra  was  struck  in  1804.  It  conists  of  1,  2 
and  4 Kepang  pieces  and  were  again  struck  by  Boulton.  All  3 pieces 
have  the  same  obverse,  which  consists  of  the  coat  of  arms  for  the 
East  India  Co.  over  top  of  a ribbon  scroll  inscribed  with  the  motto 
AUSPICIO  REGIS  ET  SENATUS  ANGLIE  (Under  the  Auspices  of  The  King 
and  the  English  Parliament) . The 


Corrmon 

Obverse 


1 Kepang  2 Kepang 


3 Kepang 


The  reverse  of  the  4 Kepang  has  in  Malay  Arabic  ^ (4)  above  the 

written  denomination  \ — Ampat  Kepang  (Four  Kepang), 

then  the  date  1219  (1804) . The  2 and  1 Kepang  have  the  same  reverse 
as  their  earlier  counterparts.  One  unusual  feature  is  that  for  some 
reason  these  coins  were  struck  in  2 different  weights  for  each 
denomination. 


In  the  following  years , Fort  Marlborough  became  something  of  a "White 
Elephant".  Being  too  far  from  the  main  trade  route  for  effective 
patrolling,  pirates  and  smugglers  were  able  to  undercut  and/or 
raid  British  commerce.  To  this  post  came  Thomas  Raffles  in  March  of 
1818  as  its  Lieutenant-Governor.  In  1819,  in  an  attempt  to  further 
British  control,  Raffles  founded  a new  base.  After  much  debating 
and  negotiating  between  the  English  and  the  Dutch,  the  Treaty  of 
London  was  signed.  This  gave  the  Dutch  Fort  Marlborough  and  control 
of  Sumatra.  In  return,  the  Dutch  gave  up  all  claims  to  what  would 
become  one  of  the  most  important  military  and  economic  bases  in  the 
East  - Singapore. 
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17 

21 

5 

3 Kepang  1787 

950 

7 

23 

3 

2 Kepang  1787 

954 

12 

22 

4 

1 Kepang  1787 

957 

19 

21 

5 

3 Kepang  1798 

951 

8 

23 

3 
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Craig  Friedberg 

Coin Scholten  Pridmore  (Neth.  E.  Indies)  (Sumatra) 


2 Kepang  1798 

955 

14 

22a 

4 

1 Kepang  1798 

958 

20 

21a 

5 

4 Kepang  1804 

964 

4,  5 

27 

6 

2 Kepang  1804 

965 

15,  16 

26 

7 

1 Kepang  1804 

966 

21,  22 

25 

8 

1/2  Dollar  Copper 

943 

3 

30 

2 

******************************************************************** 

COIN- 

-TAM I NAT ION 

ON 

THE  "VINE" 

or 

THE  GRIPES 

OF 

WRATH 

by  Paul  BoscOy  New  York,  N.Y. 
NI  # 1042 


Always  known  as  an  evil-tempered  numismatist,  every-ready  to  rail 
against  the  various  scourges  of  our  hobby  and  science,  I am  finally 
committing  a philippic  to  print.  There  is  one  nasty  culprit  in  our 
very  midst,  for  whom  the  combined  imprecations  of  Dante,  Shakespeare, 
Swift,  Melville,  Twain,  Hardy,  Dostoyevsky  and  Bosco  are  insufficient 
condemnation . 

I am  speaking  of  the  invidious  "vinyl  flip".  In  a couple  years'  time 
these  popular  coin  envelopes  decompose  on  the  surfaces  of  the  coins 
they  store.  Usually  this  only  results  In  an  oily  coin  that  can  be 
easily  restored,  but  I don't  know  enough  about  the  longer-term  effects. 
I do  believe  that  coins  of  different  metals  are  affected  differently. 
Copper  seems  to  get  oiliest,  but  I suspect  the  worst  danger  may  be 
to  silver  coins  that  are  less  than  .900  Fine.  The  copper  or  other 
alloy  metals  are  attacked,  creating  a mottled  green  surface. 

These  envelopes  are  extremely  convenient  for  auctioneers  and  bourse 
dealers,  especially  in  these  days  when  a bag  mark  on  a Morgan  dollar 
may  cause  a drop  in  value  comparable  to  the  National  Debt.  They  allow 
material  to  be  displayed  and  handled  quickly,  with  little  chance  of 
damage,  while  affording  excellent  visibility.  However,  once  you  buy 
the  coin,  please  change  envelopes! 

Probably  the  best  film  to  use  with  coins  is  Saran  Wrap,  made  by  Dow 
Chem,  the  napalm  people.  It  is  inert,  keeps  out  gasses,  is  exception- 
ally clear,  and  its  electrostaticity  renders  it  self-sealing,  in  a 
manner.  Aluminum  foil  has  good  features  for  coin  use. 

Be  cautious  about  staples.  2 x 2's  should  always  be  stapled  through 
the  outer  cardboard  portion,  never,  repeat  NEVER,  through  the  coin 
itself.  When  putting  coins  stapled  into  window  2 x 2's  in  boxes,  con- 
sider that  if  a 23mm  coin  is  pressed  up  against  a crown,  an  "imprint" 
of  the  smaller  coin  may  develop  in  the  toning  of  the  larger.  Far 
worse,  if  a staple  from  one  2x2  presses  against  the  window  of  the 
next  coin's  2 x 2,  a spot  will  probably  result. 

Collectors  should  acquire  and  read  Frank's  Coin  Preservation  Handbook, 
or  the  similar  (more  expensive)  book  by  Weltner. 
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The  Egyptian  Coinage 
of  the  18th  Century 


by  Samuel  Lachman,  Haifa,  Israel,  NI  ft 898 


Egypt  became  a province  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  after  the  conquest  by 
sultan  Selim  I in  923  H/1517  AD. 


The  only  Egyptian  mint  operating  under  the  Ottoman  rule  was  at  Cairo, 
and  was  situated  in  the  Citadel,  which  was  also  the  residence  of  the 
Pasha  of  Egypt. 

While  gold  and  silver  coins  were  struck  during  all  the  period,  the 
minting  of  copper  (or  bronze)  coins  was,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  from 
the  available  coins,  not  continuous. 


With  the  Ottoman  occupation  of  Egypt,  the  Turkish  gold  coin,  of  the 
weight  and  standard  of  the  Venezian  ducat,  was  also  struck  at  Cairo. 

The  coin  was  called  "Sherifi  Muhammadi",  after  sultan  Mehmed  II,  who 
introduced  the  coin  in  Turkey  in  882  H/1477-78  AD  (1) . The  weight  is 
about  3.45  g with  a diameter  of  about  20mm.  The  first  Ottoman  gold 
coin  in  Egypt  was  already  struck  by  sultan  Selim  I in  923  H/1517  AD 
(2) . Coins  of  this  type  were  minted  in  Egypt  until  the  reign  of  Mus- 
tafa II  1106-1115  H/1695-1703  AD.  In  Safar  1109  (August/September 
1697  AD)  the  order  wasreceived  in  Cairo  to  strike  a new  coin,  called 
in  Turkey  "Cedid  Esrefi  Altin"  (3) . The  weight  remained  unchanged, 
but  the  coin  has  a diameter  of  about  25mm,  and  bears  the  tughra  of  the 
sultan.  In  the  reign  of  Ahmad  III  1115-1143  H/1703-30  AD,  a new  coin 

was  introduced,  the  so-called 
"zincirli  altin"  (4),  to  replace  the 
cedid  esrefi  altin.  This  coin  is 
also  called  findik  altin,  or 
fundukli.  The  weight  remained  un- 
changed, but  the  diameter  is  now 
19mm  (Fig.  1).  Half  funduklis  were 
also  struck.  The  next  change  took 
place  in  the  reign  of  Mahmud  I 
1143-1168  H/1730-54  AD.  The  order 
to  stop  the  minting  of  the  fundukli  and  to  strike  a new  coin,  the 
"zeri  mahbub"  arrived  in  Cairo  in  Shawwal  1148  (February  1736)  (5) . 

The  weight  of  the  new  coin  was  2. 5-2. 6 g,  with  a diameter  of  about  20mm 
(Fig.  2-6).  The  zeri  mahbub  remained  in  used  until  the  reign  of  Mahmud 


Fig.  1 

Zincirli  altin  of  Ahmad  III  1115 


Zeri  Mahbub  of  Mahmud  I 1143  Zeri  Mahbub  of  Osman  III  1168 
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Fig.  6 

Zeri  Mahbub  of  Abdul  Hccmid  I 1187/2 


Fig.  7 

Half  Zeri  Mahbub  of 
Abdul  Hamid  I 1187/2 

II  1223-1255  H/1808-1839  AD.  Half  zeri  mahbubs  were  also  struck  (Fig. 
7).  The  double  zeri  mahbubs  may  be  presentation  pieces. 

The  fineness  of  the  gold  coins  was  very  high  until  the  end  of  the  reign 
of  Mustafa  III  1171-1189  H/1757-1774  AD,  but  deteriorated  later. 


Fig.  8 

Zeri  Mahbub  of  Selim  III  under 
French  occupation  1203/B 


names,  and  dispense  with  the  desi 


Fig.  8 shows  a zeri  mahbub  struck 
at  the  time  of  the  French  occupation 
of  Egypt  (1798-1801)  . 

European  travellers  called  Turkish 
and  Egyptian  gold  coins  "sequins", 
both  the  altins  of  3.5  g and  the 
zeri  mahbubs  of  2.6  g.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  correct  names  of 
the  coins  are  known  from  contemp- 
orary sources,  it  seems  advisable 
that  numismatists  should  use  these 
ation  "sequin". 
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The  silver  coin  of  Egypt  from  the  beginning  of  the  Ottoman  conquest 
until  the  end  of  the  18th  century  was  the  medin  or  "nisf  fidda"  (6)  . The 
Turkish  name  of  this  coin  was  "para".  It  was  supplemented  by  larger 
coins  at  the  end  and  finally  replaced  with  the  coinage  reform  of 
Muhammad  Ali  in  1834.  However,  the  following  is  of  interest.  In 
December  1707  an  order  arrived  in  Cairo  to  mint  the  zolta,  but  the 
Egyptian  emirs  refused  to  strike  the  coin  which  was  then  in  use  in 
Turkey.  The  same  happened  in  1716  when  the  striking  of  the  piastre 
of  kurus  of  Ahamad  III  was  ordered  (7). 

Ali  Bey  the  Great  struck  coins  of  40,  20,  10  and  5 medins  with  the 
date  1183  (1769-70).  Again  coins  of  40,  20  and  5 medins  were  struck 
at  the  time  of  the  French  occupation,  and  in  1203/16  (1822).  (8)  (9). 


« 


There  are  about  60  different  copper  coins  of  Egypt  of  the  16th  century. 
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Fig.  11 

Jedid  of  Mahmud  I 1143 


Jedid  of  Osman  III  1168 
pean  authors  called  these  coins 


Fig.  10 

Kuru$  of  Ali  Bey  1183 


Their  relation,  value,  etc.  is 
still  to  be  studied.  The  copper 
coins  of  the  18th  century  were 
called  "Jedid".  Their  value  in 
relation  to  the  raedin  varied,  be- 
tween 8 and  16  (10).  This  writer 
has  recently  published  a detailed 
study  about  the  jedid  (11).  Euro- 
burbes,  bulbes  and  forles  (12). 


Footnotes : 

(1)  a)  Nuri  Pere.  Osmanlilarda  Madeni  Paralar.  Istanbul  1968.  No. 79. 

b)  Herbert  Ives.  The  Venetian  Gold  Ducat  and  its  Imitations.  NNM 
128.  New  York  1954,  p4. 

(2)  Ibrahim  and  Cevriye  Artuk.  Istanbul  Arkeoloji  Milzeleri  Te^hirdeki 
Islami  Sikketer  Katalogu.  Vol.  II.  Istanbul  1974.  No.  1509. 

(3)  a)  Andre  Raymond.  Artisans  et  Cormercants  au  Caire  au  XVIIIe 

sibcle.  Damascus  1973.  Vol.  I.  p29. 

b)  Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  No.  487. 

(4)  Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  No.  510. 

(5)  Andre  Raymond,  l.c.  p32. 

(6)  A detailed  study  about  the  medin  was  submitted  to  the  editor  of 
this  bulletin. 


(7)  Andre  Raymond,  l.c.  p27. 

(8)  Samuel  Lachman.  "The  Coins  Struck  by  Ali  Bey  in  Egypt".  Numis- 
matic Circular , Vol.  83,  No.  5 (May  1975),  ppl98-201,  No.  9 (Sep. 
1975),  PP336-338 . 


(9) 


Samuel  Bernard.  Description  d'Egypte.  Vol.  16.  Les  Monnoies 
d/Egypte.  Paris  1825.  (Samuel  Bernard  was  the  director  of  the 
French  Mint  during  the  occupation.). 


Year  1203/16: 

Nuri  Pere,  l.c.  Nos.  715  and  716  (5  and  40  medins) . 

Ismail  Galip.  Takvim-i  Meskukat-i  Osmaniye.  Istanbul  1307  (1890), 
No.  919  (20  medins) . 
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(10)  Andre  Raymond,  l.c.  p97. 

(11)  Samuel  Lachman.  "The  Eighteenth  Century  Egyptian  Copper  Coinage' 
Numismatic  Circular,  V ol . 86,  No.  5 (May  1978),  pp238-39. 

(12)  Andre  Raymond,  l.c.  p37. 

Remark:  Raymond  is  based  on  official  documents,  Arabic  manuscripts, 

and  the  like . 

********************************************************************** 

A NUMISMATIC  STRAW  IN  THE  WIND 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

Sometimes  an  apparently  small  and  trivial  announcement  may  yet  have 
very  great  significance  to  those  who  know.  How  often  during  World 
War  II  did  we  search  for  thos  little  "unimportant"  items  that  might 
have  eluded  the  censor's  eye. 

For  some  months  now  there  have  been  reports  from  Iran  concerning  the 
Shah  who  is  caught  in  a cross-fire  between  the  ultra-liberals  on  the 
one  hand  (with  their  supporters  in  the  U.S.)  and  the  strict,  anti- 
western sentiments  of  sections  of  the  Moslem  clergy  and  their  follow- 
ers . 

The  seriousness  of  the  situation  - the  numismatic  straw  - is  shown 
by  a recent  announcement  that  the  dating  system  for  the  coinage  (and, 
presumably  also  for  the  paper)  would  return  to  the  solar  Hegira  (SH) . 


This  was  first  shown  on  a 20  rial  piece  commemorating  the  founding 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Iran  (Bank  Melli  Iran)  some  50  years  ago. 
Thus,  this  coin  bears  the  date  of  1357  SH  (1978  AD). 

The  earliest  form  of  the  Hegira  dating  was  the  lunar  year  (usually 
just  "AH").  Moslem  countries  have  switched  to  the  solar  year  at  a 
variety  of  d if ferent  times.  Iran,  like  Afghanistan,  changed  to  the 
solar  in  1920.  This  lasted  in  Iran  until  1976  when  the  government 
introduced  a new  solar  calendar  which  was  based  on  the  creation  of 
the  Iranian  (Persian)  monarchy  in  559  B.C.  Thus  March  20,  1976 
was  the  year  (MS)2535  which  led  to  considerable  confusion  in  a coun- 
try where  all  three  systems  remained  partly  in  use. 
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The  present  Shah  of  Iran  is  not  the  first  western-oriented  Moslem 
ruler  who  has  run  into  trouble  with  the  more  fanatical  supporters  of 
Islam  in  his  country  by  changing  the  traditional  (lunar)  dating  of 
the  Hegira.  Amanullah,  who  tried  to  westernize  Afghanistan  in  the 
1920's,  lost  his  throne  and  his  life.  The  dating  of  the  currency 
was  switched  back  to  the  lunar  system  in  1929,  though  two  years 
later  it  was  returned  to  the  solar. 

Reza  Shah  Pahlavi,  the  father  of  the  present  Shah,  ran  into  very 
little  trouble  with  his  change  because  he  came  to  power  as  the  leader 
of  a successful  revolution.  His  son,  Mohammed  Reza,  not  only  does 
not  have  that  position  but  besides  has  upset  much  of  the  more  conserv- 
ative population  of  Iran  by  his  efforts  to  modernize  - i.e.  westernize 
- the  country,  for  in  adopting  the  Monarchial  system,  he  dropped  the 
Islamic  one  entirely. 

In  Turkey,  Atatiirk  ran  into  no  real  opposition  when  he  dropped  the 
Hegira  (solar)  system  for  the  western  one  in  1926,  and  very  little 
for  his  even  more  important  changes  (the  fez,  the  veil,  the  alphabet, 
etc.)  because  he  had  almost  the  entire  country  behind  him.  He  had 
freed  Turkey  proper  from  Greece  and  its  western  allies. 

To  most  of  us  a change  in  dating,  while  irritating,  might  seem  com- 
paratively trivial  - like  summertime.  In  an  Islamic  country,  origin- 
ally a theocracy,  it  seems  to  strike  at  one  of  the  foundations  of  the 
faith  itself.  It  is  a straw  of  very  considerably  significance  that  it 
is  wise  to  return  to  the  Hegira. 

**************************  ********************  *********************  ** 


EDITOR'S  CORNER 

Last  month  we  listed  several  articles  which  we  have  awaiting  their 
turn  in  these  pages.  Below  are  some  more  that  we  did  not  have  room 
for  last  month. 

"A  53  Coin  Hoard  of  Indo-Sassanian  Silver  Coins",  by  R.  R.  Kutcher 
and  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 

"Drinking  and  Tokens  in  Early  20th  Century  Manitoba",  by  Philip  L. 
Eyler 

"How  to  Identify  Peru  Y31a-Y31b  & Y32a-Y32b",  by  Gerald  Easton 
"Introduction  to  a List  of  Islamic  Currency  Denomination",  by  I.  C. 
G.  Campbell 

"Metrology  or  Numismatics",  by  Robert  R.  Kutcher 
"Notes  on  the  Coinage  of  Sinkiang",  by  David  S.  Smith 
"Silver  Plate  or  Silver  Wash?",  by  Robert  R.  Kutcher 
"The  Significance  of  Coin  Hoards",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
"1954  Preface  to  Keller's  Sixth  Edit.  Catalog",  Translated  by  David 
Block 

"Common  Chinese  Coins  - Deja  Vu",  by  Thomas  W.  Keener 

"The  Indonesian  1954,  50  Sen",  by  Dick  Hanscom 

"The  Monies  of  France,  1940-1945",  by  W.  A.  Haskell 

"The  Monies  of  the  City  of  Danzig",  by  W.  A.  Haskell 

"The  Mafeking  Siege  Banknotes",  by  J.  P.  Ineson 

"Some  Spanish  Civil  War  Notgeld",  by  W.  A.  Haskell 

"Oberammergau  Passion  Play  on  German  Notgeld",  by  W.  A.  Haskell 

"German  Colonies  on  Notgeld",  by  W.  A.  Haskell 
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Collectors’  Notgeld 
from  Eschwege 

by  Robert  C.  Budd,  Greenbelt,  Maryland,  NI  if 1234 


(Ed.:  All  photographs  are  approximately  3/4  actual  size.) 

The  notgeld  collecting  craze  in  Germany  began  in  earnest  after  the 
demobilization  of  the  Kaiser's  troops  following  World  War  I.  Until 
that  time,  most  of  the  paper  notgeld  had  been  issued  for  the  purpose 
of  alleviating  the  shortage  of  small  change.  As  notgeld  collecting 
increased  in  popularity  , the  promoters  began  to  pay  more  attention  to 
the  artistic  attributes  of  the  notes  rather  than  their  functional 
necessity.  During  1921  and  1922  the  major  effort  put  forth  was  to 
entice  the  collector  to  purchase  the  notes  rather  than  produce  a med- 
ium of  exchange.  Notgeld  speculators  bought  up  the  issuing  rights 
for  groups  of  towns,  created  sets  of  notgeld  with  color  and/or  serial 
numbering  variations,  postdated  the  expiration  dates  to  make  redemp- 
tion impossible,  and  printed  notgeld  for  non-existent  cities.  The 
sole  purpose  was  to  separate  the  collector  from  his  money  and,  to  a 
large  extent,  the  speculators  and  promoters  were  successful.  The 
result  was  a huge  number  of  non-circulating  issues,  many  of  which  are 
still  available  today  in  high  grade.  Thus,  whereas  the  emergency 
notes  issued  during  the  war  saw  actual  circulation  and  served  a use- 
ful purpose  in  daily  commerce,  the  small  change  notes  of  the  post-war 
period  form  an  entirely  different  class  of  notgeld. 

One  notgeld  issue  which  falls  into  this  latter  class  was  printed  and 
sold  in  1922  by  a book  merchant,  Otto  Vollprecht,  in  the  town  of 
Eschwege  along  the  Werra  river.  Seeking  to  avoid  any  responsibility 
for  redeeming  the  notes,  Vollprecht  placed  a disclaimer  on  each  note 
which  stated  that  the  notes  were  only  for  collectors  and  not  for 
commercial  use. 

In  order  to  promote  sales,  Vollprecht  appealed  to  the  prospective 
purchaser's  sense  of  local  nostalgia.  The  notes  would  allow  their 
owner  during  the  sorrowful  present  times  (of  1923)  to  relive  the 
cosiness  and  warmth  of  the  city  in  olden  times  through  the  humor  of 
its  former  citizens.  In  future  times,  after  the  current  economic 
emergency  had  passed,  they  would  signify  a piece  of  cultural  history 
and  invoke  fond  memories  of  "the  old  days".  The  cosy  pictures  which 
appear  on  the  notes  had  been  lovingly  drawn  by  the  artist  Ernst  Metz. 
The  sketches  were  produced  by  order  of  the  city  of  Eschwege,  but  were 
not  intended  for  release  as  notgeld  issues.  In  order  to  save  them 
for  collectors  and  nostalgia  lovers,  he,  Otto  Vollprecht,  had  decided 
to  bring  them  out  in  the  form  of  notgeld  for  collectors. 

The  city  of  Eschwege  was  I irst  mentioned  in  the  year  975  as  a present 


16 


of  the  royal  house  of  King  Otto  II  to  his  wife,  the  Byzantine  princess 
Theophano.  As  a result  of  this,  a convent  for  nuns  was  built  and  the 
city  thereby  increased  in  importance.  The  city  coa t-of-arms , dating 
from  1720,  is  found  toward  the  left  side  on  the  obverse  of  the  10 


10  Pfennig,  Obverse 

pfennig  note.  It  reminds  us  of  the  two  mayors  of  that  time:  G. 

Diede  and  H.  Graf.  The  two  towers  once  decorated  the  nunnery,  the 
Chriakuskloster , which  had  been  erected  on  the  mountain  Schulberg. 

One  tower  was  demolished  in  1250  by  the  citizens  of  Eschwege  during 
a seige  by  the  Duke  of  Braunschweig  and  was  used  to  re-enforce  a 
portion  of  the  city  wall  which  had  been  breached  by  the  Duke's  forces. 
The  other  tower  was  still  standing  at  the  time  the  notgeld  was  is- 
sued. The  branch  of  ash  leaves  appearing  between  the  towers  signi- 
fies that  there  was  a forest  of  ash  trees  from  which  the  city  took 
its  name  (the  name  of  Eschwege  is  a combination  of  Esche  which  trans- 
lates as  ash,  as  in  ash  tree,  and  Wege  which  means  paths,  roads,  or 
ways) . 

The  other  coat-of-arms  (to  the  right)  on  the  obverse  of  the  10  pfennig 
note  belonged  to  the  Landgrave  who  owned  the  "Hessen-Rotenburger 
Quart".  This  "Quart",  ofwhich  Eschwege  was  a part,  was  actually  one- 
fourth  of  the  Land  of  the  Hessen-Kassler  state  and  had  once  belonged 
to  the  regional  limits  of  Hessen-Rotenburg . 

The  old  picturesque  bridge  on  the  reverse  of  the  10  pfennig  note 
(illustrated  following  page)  was  sacrificed  in  1905  for  a new  bridge 
over  the  Werra  river. 

On  the  reverse  of  the  25  pfennig  note  (illustrated  following  page) 
we  see  a reproduction  of  a picture  of  the  city  as  it  appeared  before 
it  was  burned  down  and  nearly  destroyed  in  1637  by  marauding  Croats 
during  the  Thirty  Years'  War.  The  suburb  of  Brockenhausen  appears 
in  the  foreground  of  the  picture  entirely  surrounded  by  the  Werra 
and  obviously  divided  from  the  main  land  mass.  In  the  middle  of  the 
city  rises  the  Schulberg,  site  of  the  former  Chriakuskloster.  To- 
ward the  right  is  the  castle  of  the  Landgrave,  the  Nikolai  tower,  the 
Dunzebacher  gate  tower,  and  the  spires  of  the  churches  in  the  old  and 
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10  Pfennig,  Reverse 


25  Pfennig,  Reverse 

newer  parts  of  the  city.  On  the  mountains  behind  the  city  is  the 
castle  Bohneburg,  where  the  old  emperor  Rotbart  lived  for  a time. 

The  obverse  of  the  25  pfennig  note  brings  to  mind  one  of  the  local 
tales  of  Esrhwege.  Once  upon  a time,  the  city  watchmen  stationed 
on  the  Nikolai  and  Schwarzen  towers  were  father-in-law  and  son-in-law. 
It  was  widely  known  in  the  town  that  the  son-in-law  had  speculated 
on  the  inheritance  he  was  to  receive  when  his  father-in-law  colleague 
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died  and  was  therefore  somewhat  impatient  that  the  old  man  should 
soon  meet  his  maker.  The  joke  made  the  rounds  that  whenever  the 


25  Pfennig,  Obverse 


son-in-law  blew  his  signal  horn  to  signify  the  city  was  safe,  he  was 
actually  asking:  "Does  my  father-in-law,  Viehweger,  stiZZ  live?". 

But,  the  pipe  smoking  old  man,  standing  in  his  own  tower,  is  prepared 
to  give  the  answer  on  his  signal  horn. 


5 Pfennig,  Obverse 


The  obverse  of  the  5 pfennig  note  depicts  an  old  landmark  of  the  city, 
the  "Diedemann".  Each  time  the  bell  of  the  castle  clock  rang,  a little 
man  would  appear  from  the  bell  tower,  raise  his  horn,  and  signal  the 
hour.  In  the  stillness  of  the  night,  one  may  hear  the  beat  of  the 
clock  from  the  Nikolai  tower,  but  the  short  horn  signal  of  the  Deide- 
mann  is  no  longer  in  existence. 


The  reverse  of  the  5 pfennig  note  illustrates  a ritual  once  common  to 
every  farming  town  during  the  Middle  Ages.  The  farmers  for  their 
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5 Pfennig,  Reverse 


self-protection  would  live  within  the  walls  of  the  city.  Since  farm- 
ing land  within  the  city  confines  was  scarce,  each  day  at  sunrise  the 
fanners  would  march  out  through  the  city  gates  to  tend  their  fields 
in  the  surrounding  countryside.  Fertilizer  was  also  at  a premium  and 
often  the  farmers  would  go  about  the  city  collecting  manure  for  this 
purpose.  The  start  of  spring  in  Eschwege  was  marked  by  a procession 
of  farmers  driving  their  "Got tenfasschen"  (i.e.  containers  of  manure) 
toward  the  fields  outside  the  city.  Note  that  the  picture  shows  a 
pipe  smoking  old  man  pushing  the  wheelbarrow  without  complaint,  in- 
haling the  effluent  smells  as  they  stream  forth  from  the  container. 
Even  the  dog  sticks  out  his  tongue.  Meanwhile,  the  young  farmhand 
walking  in  front,  upwind  of  the  wheelbarrow,  pulls  lightly  on  the 
rope  as  he  eats  his  sandwich  without  a care  in  the  world.  The  verse 
beneath  the  picture  may  be  loosely  translated:  "When  you  want  your 
acre  to  produce,  then  you  must  also  dare  to  do  this  kind  of  work". 


« 


The  artistic  style  of  the  notes  as  well  as  the  subject  matter  is  in 
keeping  with  Vollprecht's  appeal  to  nostalgia.  The  colors  are  blue 
and  red  on  brown,  reminiscent  of  the  three-color  printing  press  in 
use  at  the  time.  The  lines  and  script  follow  the  Renaissance  style 
while  the  letters  are  written  with  a flourishing  swing.  The  frame 
on  the  reverse  of  the  5 pfennig  note  is  in  the  tradition  of  the  Bier- 
ermeir  period  in  German  art. 


The  notes  allowed  the  collector  of  1922  and  continue  to  allow  the 
present  day  col  lector  a walk  back  through  time  with  a view  of  the 
local  tradit ions  and  humor  prevalent  among  the  citizens  of  old  Esch- 
wege. Thus  it  may  be  said  that  Otto  Vollprecht  was  somewhat  success- 
ful in  his  appeal  to  notgeld  collectors  and  nostalgia  lovers. 

********************************************************************* 


I 
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A NUMISMATIC  PILGRIMAGE 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Weeping  Water , Nebraska NI  #LM-12 

PART  I 


I suppose  that  most  of  us  who  take  our  coin  collecting,  or  studying, 
seriously,  dream  of  some  of  the  world's  great  collections  they  would 
like  to  see.  Since  I have  become  immersed,  some  years  ago,  in  the 
coinages  of  the  Indian  sub-continent,  that  dream  became  more  than  a 
dream;  if  I were  to  do  anything  worth  while,  it  became  a necessity. 
Wonderful  as  is  our  Modern  University  Inter-Library  Loan  service,  there 
is  a limit  to  what  I may  do  living  in  an  obscure  Nebraska  town,  the 
moreso  in  that  the  native  coinages,  with  few  exceptions,  have  no  great 
catalogues  like  the  Byzantine  or  the  Roman  ones. 

Those  of  us  specializing  in  this  field  can  exchange  information  and 
help  one  another;  we  can  read  xeroxed  articles;  we  can  study  a museum 
or  personal  collection.  There  comes  a time,  if  one  is  to  progress, 
when  it  becomes  essential  to  study  and  handle  one  or  more  of  the  world's 
great  collections.  Thus,  whenmywife  and  I decided  to  try  the  journey 
to  England  to  visit  my  family,  which  I had  not  seen  for  24  year  - or, 
for  that  matter,  with  whom  I had  not  been  really  acquainted  since  we 
were  all  children,  it  became  essential  that  I visit  the  Coins  & Medals 
Room  at  the  British  Museum  (BM)  in  London,  and  the  Heberden  Coin  Room 
in  the  Ashmolean  at  Oxford,  both  amongst  the  oldest  in  the  European 
world.  Since  I had  corresponded  over  the  years  with  both  museums  it 
was  easy  to  make  the  necessary  appointments  - always  essential  to  make 
certain  the  people  and  the  coins  one  wishes  to  see  would  be  available. 

While  the  main  museum  (BM)  is  open  for  a good  many  hours  each  day,  the 
Coin  Room  is  open  to  scholars  only  from  10:00  AM  to  12:30  PM  and  2-4:00 
PM.  This  is  understandable  when  one  realizes  that  all  those  working 
there  have  their  own  museum  work  to  do  as  well. 

I remember  the  Museum  as  it  was  in  the  early  1930 's  - an  enormous  rath- 
er gloomy  and  dingy  building  with  very  few  people  in  its  somber  halls. 

In  this  year  of  grace,  it  was  jammed  with  people  of  every  nationality 
under  the  sun,  mainly  tourists.  After  having  had  my  briefcase  careful- 
ly checked  at  the  entrance  for  bombs  (there  was  an  almost  continuous 
queue  there),  I made  my  way  up  the  broad,  long,  shallow-stepped  stair- 
way to  the  first  floor.  After  traversing  a number  of  galleries,  I 
came  to  a doorway  between  two  enormous  wall  cases,  and  rang  the  bell . 
When  the  massive  door  was  unlocked,  I showed  my  credentials  and  signed 
the  register.  I was  then  escorted  through  two  more  doors  into  the 
working  room  where  I was  greeted  by  Dr.  Price,  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment. He  edits  HOARDS , the  annual  publication  on  that  subject  for  the 
Royal  Numismatic  Society,  of  which  I am  a Fellow.  He  at  once  intro- 
duced me  to  Joe  Cribbs  who  has  charge  of  the  Indian  and  SE  Asian  coin 
cabinet  with  Mr.  Mr.  N.  M.  Lowick.  These  two  men  take  duties  two  weeks 
at  a time  attending  to  the  needs  of  scholars  and  it  was  the  former  who 
was  "on  duty"  while  I was  there.  While  naturally  he  has  a general 
knowledge  of  that  field,  the  Kushan  coinage  is  the  only  Indian  one 
which  he  has  studied  in  detail.  Mr.  Lowick's  field  is  the  Islamic 
one.  Actually,  as  Dr.  MacDowall  was  to  tell  me  3 days  later,  there 
has  been  no  specialist  Assistant  Keeper  in  the  Indian  coinage  since 
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Mr.  John  Allan,  at  the  beginning  of  the  century. 


We  got  down  to  business  at  once.  I wrote  out  the  various  areas  of  S. 
Indian  coinage,  in  the  order  in  which  I wished  to  see  them.  My  specifi 
field  at  this  time  was  Mysore,  but  very  specifically  the  preceeding 
coinages  which  foreran  and  led  up  to  it.  Thus  I listed  the  Vijayanagar 
Empire;  the  subsequent  local  coinages  when  the  Empire  disintegrated, 
the  pre-Mysore  Hindu  Dynasty  (Kanarese  Numerals  - tiger,  axe;  lattice 


Obverses 

Pre-Haidar  Mysore 
Issues 


"Lattice"  or  "Trellis"  Reverses 
Pre-Haidar  Mysore  issue 


Mysore  Pre-Haidar  Ali 

Paisa  (C50)  work  reverse  types)  and  then  Haidar  and 

his  son  Tipu  Sultan,  the  Moslem  conquerors 
and  rulers  of  the  area  known  as  Mysore  until  the  British  defeated  and 
killed  Tipu  at  Seringapatm  in  1799  A.D. 


I was  able  to  spend  two  mornings,  one  afternoon,  and  part  of  another 
afternoon  on  these,  making  copious  notes  as  I went  along,  as  well  as 
tray  and  acquisition  numbers  so  that  I could  indicate  what  casts  and/or 
photos  I wished  subsequently.  Mr.  Cribbs  provided  me  with  two  or 
three  tray  at  a time  and  answered,  or  discussed,  any  queries  as  I 
went  along. 


The  room  itself  is  a mass  of  shelves,  filled  with  traditional  coin 
cabinets  and  the  books  relative  to  them,  field  by  field.  Only  the 
routine  catalogues  were  there,  the  journals  of  the  various  archeologic- 
al and  numismatic  societies  being  lodged  in  another  building  (I  believe 
the  Asiatic  Institute)  behind  the  BM.  As  probably  more  information 
about  the  Indian  coinages  is  to  be  found  in  these  journals  - at  least 
in  my  fields  - than  in  formal  catalogues,  this  could  be  inconvenient. 
Fortunately,  I had  my  xeroxed  sections  with  me. 

It  was  interesting  to  see  the  great  names  of  Indian  collector  numis- 
matists in  the  trays  - Cunningham,  Menzies,  Elliott,  Tufnell,  Marsden, 
Biddulph.  The  most  recent  additions  (1970)  were  from  the  collection 
of  the  last  named.  I think  the  earliest  acquisitions  I found  in  my 
field  were  1834.  Perhaps  the  most  disappointing  fact  for  me  was  that 
none  of  the  coins  I examined  were  catalogued,  not  even  those  that  John 
Allan  or  J.  R.  Henderson  had  used  for  the  BM  Catalogue  Vol . IV  in  their 
catalog  of  the  (same)  coins  in  the  Indian  Museum  in  Calcutta  and  the 
Cabinet  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  cabinet  (1928).  This  made 
the  note-taking  very  voluminous,  the  moreso  as  the  acquisition  data 
was  considerable. 
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No  one  could  have  been  more  helpful  and  considerate  than  Mr.  Cribbs. 

Some  years  ago,  when  a scholar  was  studying  a tray  of  coins,  it  was 
simply  weighed  before  and  after  use.  During  the  time  I worked  there, 
there  was  a "watchdog"  at  the  end  of  each  table,  who  simply  sat  there. 
The  man  at  my  table  was  the  librarian  of  the  department,  which  seemed 
an  awful  waste  of  a scholar's  time  (he  had  a hard  time  keeping  awake!). 
At  least  one  of  the  vistors  working  there  made  foil  impressions,  but 
something  was  said  about  this  that  it  might  not  be  permitted  in  the 
future . 

After  a lunch  break  I returned  in  the  afternoon  and  I was  told  a friend 
of  mine  from  the  U.S.  was  there  also.  I did  not  catch  the  name,  but 
imagine  my  astonishment  when  I saw  John  Deyell.  He  was  on  his  way  to 
India  for  18  months  study  and  research.  At  the  Museum  he  was  working 
on  one  of  the  Islamic  series  of  which  the  Museum  had  tray  after  tray 
of  beautiful  silver  coins.  We  exchanged  a certain  amount  of  scholastic 
and  personal  news  and  immediately  got  back  to  work.  The  following  day 
we  both  worked  at  the  same  table. 

I was  able  to  finish  up  the  Mysore  section  about  half-way  during  the 
second  afternoon  whereupon  I called  my  nephew,  who  had  been  chauffer- 
ing  me  each  day,  to  collect  me  to  go  to  the  premises  of  one  of  the 
big  London  dealers. 

I never  had  time  to  look  at  any  of  the  BM  coin  exhibits,  but  I did 
take  time  out  to  visit  the  Indian  gallery  where  I spent  some  time 
with  the  various  artifacts  from  South  India.  They  were  well  displayed, 
labelled,  and  lighted:  all  a very  great  change  from  1934. 

I had  hoped  to  visit  all  three  of  the  major  London  numismatic  dealers, 
but  as  I had  only  90  minutes  left,  I chose  the  one  which  had  originally 
purchased  the  Biddulph  Collection  some  20  years  before. 

Finding  their  premises  was  one  problem;  getting  in  another.  There 
had  been  a major  robbery  2 years  previously  so  the  security  measures 
were  considerable,  including  remote  control  operation  of  the  double 
doors  and  a massive  (interior)  iron  screen  and  padlock.  Quite  an  ex- 
perience in  itself.  I asked  to  see  what  was  left  of  the  S.  India 
section  of  the  Biddulph  Collection  and  it  was  brought  to  me  in  a jumble 
of  cigar  and  other  boxes,  old  envelopes  with  notations  and  so  on. 

The  collection  had  been  picked  over  a number  of  times  (I  saw  materials 
from  it  in  the  BM,  Ashmolean  and  have  purchased  others  from  Steve 
Album).  In  many  cases  the  coins  had  fallen  out  of  the  envelopes,  so 
were  lying  loose  in  one  of  the  boxes.  Nothing  was  priced,  so  that  all 
I could  do  was  to  pick  coins  from  the  sections  of  S.  India  in  which 
I was  specifically  interested,  and  put  them  on  one  side.  Time  being 
pressing,  my  nephew  picked  out  the  named  material  so  could  flip  quickly 
through  it.  It  was  all  seconds,  though  there  was  much  useful  reference 
material.  When  we  had  to  leave  at  5:00  PM  we  were  told  it  would  be 
priced  and  mailed  to  my  sister's  house  where  I was  spending  the  rest 
of  the  visit.  A Pro  Forma  invoice  arrived  the  following  Saturday, 
everything  priced  as  153  @ 25p,  40  @ 50p  and  so  on.  A telephone  call 
two  days  later  indicated  it  had  been  mailed. 

As  the  British  Mail  System  is  a good  deal  slower  even  than  ours,  I did 
not  worry  unduly  as  several  days  passed.  The  day  before  we  left,  I 
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called,  only  to  be  told  it  had  not  been  sent  as  they  were  waiting 
for  my  check.  All  I was  able  to  do  then  was  to  mail  this  latter  and 
arrange  for  the  coins  to  be  sent  to  the  U.S.  which  saved  the  VAT  tax 
(8%);  which  would  pay  for  the  various  specimens  I probably  should  not 
want.  They  flatly  declined  to  send  anything  on  approval  to  the  U.S. 
so  that  I was  compelled  to  purchase  the  whole  lot,  whether  I wished 
every  piece  or  not.  I must  say  1 have  bever  been  accorded  such  treat- 
ment in  all  my  years  of  working  with  coins.  The  order  was  a very 
considerable  one,  by  most  standards,  and  the  possibility  of  two  further 
quite  substantial  order  for  materials  in  the  collections  in  which  I was 
interesed,  but  had  no  time  to  examine.  The  whole  matter  left  a rather 
bad  taste  in  my  mouth  since!  had  show  ample  credentials. 


The  work  at  the  Ashmolean  was  the  most  agreeable  part  of  the  whole 
numismatic  experience.  Equally,  the  Oxford  trip  was  most  pleasurable 
for  I have  always  loved  Oxford,  the  Mecca  of  my  dreams  but  never 
attained.  The  hotel  - the  Old  Parsonage  - was  a Leprosarium  until 
1381  A.D.  attached  to  the  neighboring  St.  Giles  Church.  It  was  then 
converted  into  the  parsonage,  which  it  remained  until  some  time  in 
the  last  century.  We  stayed  in  the  modern  annex  - simple,  but  ade- 
quate, £9  ($18.00)  a night  or  £14  for  two  in  one  room.  It  was  de- 
lightfully furnished  with,  mainly,  period  furniture  in  the  old  part, 
and  had  the  advantage  of  being  5 minutes  from  the  Museum.  Oxford  was 
full,  and  busy,  but  nowhere  near  so  noisy  or  disagreeable  as  London. 

The  Ashmolean  was  much  as  I remembered  it,  a large,  dignified  Palladian 
style  building  of  the  local  stone  which  had  recently  been  cleaned. 

1 went  straight  to  the  Heberden  Coin  Room  and  received  a cordial  wel- 
come from  Dr.  Metcalf.  The  numismatic  section  is  a number  of  rooms. 
Prior  to  the  actual  coin  room  was  a fine  display  for  which  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell made  notes.  The  center  room  was  very  full  of  tables,  coin  cabi- 
nets, bookshelves.  That  led  into  the  Keeper's  Room  where  the  majority 
of  the  coins  reposed  in  their  traditional  coin  cabinets:  there  was  a 

long  table  for  work  and  an  electric  balance.  The  journals,  all  bound, 
of  innumerable  societies  from  all  over  the  world  were  in  a lovely  lib- 
rary-type room  of  their  own  on  the  third  floor. 

That  first  morning  was  mainly  spent  in  handing  over  to  Dr.  Metcalf 
the  Armenian  hoard  on  which  Bob  Kutcher  and  I had  worked.  It  is  one 
of  Dr.  Metcalf's  special  fields  and  we  felt  far  better  equipped  to 
complete  the  study  than  ourselves. 

I then  set  to  work  on  trays  of  Vijayanagar,  Nayaks  of  Tinnevelly, 
Tanjore,  Nawabs  of  the  Karnatic,  Mysore,  the  Hindu  pre-Haidar  period, 
Tlpu,  and  the  restored  Wodeyar  dynasty.  Again,  there  were  many  names 
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Tipu,  Paisa  (C115) 


Wodeyar , 20  Cash  (C179) 
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famous  in  Indian  numismatics  represented  in  the  trays.  The  most 
recent  was  the  (Hugh?)  de  Shortt  Collection,  an  enormous  one,  left 
to  the  Museum  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  There  were  also  many 
envelopes  of  fine  Vijayanagar  and  other  pieces,  still  waiting  to  be 
accessioned  and  put  out,  which  I was  able  to  look  through.  Here 
again  I made  extensive  notes  and  placed  colored  slips  of  paper  in 
each  slot  where  there  was  a coin  of  which  I wished  a photo. 

Had  I had  time,  I would  have  made  foil  impressions.  Dr.  Metcalf 
showed  me  how  itwas  done  with  cotton,  foil,  and  an  old  time  punch 
seal  - a very  quick  and  easy  process  and,  reportedly,  very  satis- 
factory. There  were  many  foil  impressions  on  the  table  where  I worked, 
made  by  someone  the  previous  day.  The  hours  were  the  same  as  at  the 
BM  but  there  was  no  "watchdog"  and  the  second  morning,  in  view  of 
my  limited  time,  I was  allwed  in  at  9:00  A.M.  and  so  gained  an  extra 
hour  of  most  valuable  time.  The  whole  atmosphere  was  more  informal 
and  related  than  at  the  BM . There  were  several  other  scholars  work- 
ing there. 

Unfortunately  the  Indian  specialist,  Mrs.  Helen  (Mitchell)  Brown  was 
unable  to  be  there  the  first  day.  We  had  a most  enthusiastic  meeting 
on  the  second,  and  were  able  to  do  much  discussing.  She  found  for 
me  a number  of  early  pamphlets  which  I do  not  have  and  gave  me  full 
run  of  the  cabinet.  Needless  to  say,  most  of  the  material  was  in 
superb  condition  and  1 was  staggered  at  the  number  of  Txpu  Sultan  2 

paisa  (14  or  16)  of  different  mints 
and  designs.  (I  hope  to  have  per- 
mission to  publish  these  first.) 

We  spent  some  time  on  the  tiny  coins 
of  Travancore  but  neither  she  (nor, 
later,  Terry  Hardaker)  were  able  to 
give  me  any  help  on  this  difficult 
series.  However,  I did  locate  the 
original  design  of  one  deity  which 
ends  up  like  the  illustrated  Ylb 
cash  piece. 

There  was  superb  material  and  I 
could  have  spent  many  weeks  working 
and  cataloging  there. 

The  first  afternoon,  Dr.  David 
MacDowall,  Master  (President)  of 
Durham  University,  was  to  have  driven  from  him  home  in  Berkhamstead 
(near  where  once  I lived)  to  see  me  at  the  Museum  and  to  discuss  the 
Kushan  copper  coinage,  of  which  I had  sent  him  some  30  to  40  specimens 
from  various  hoards  two  years  previously.  Owing  to  car  trouble  he 
was  unable  to  come  until  the  following  morning.  After  we  were  both 
finishing  up  our  respective  work  there,  he  left  with  us  for  lunch.  The 
next  two  hours  was  a highly  compressed  period  of  information.  Basic- 
ally, the  material  I had  sent  him  fitted  like  the  pieces  of  a jig-saw 
puzzle  into  a theory  he  had  evolved  for  the  large  copper  coins  of  the 
Great  Kushans,  the  lesser  coins  which  seem  like  poor  copies  and  so  on. 
Since  his  work  and  theory  is  yet  to  be  published,  I am  not  going  into 
any  details  here. 


Tzpu , 2 Paisa  (Cl 20) 


Travancore  (Ylb) 
Cash,  Ramo.  Varna  VI 


25 


Dr.  MacDowall  has  himself  catalogued  various  Kushan  collections  in 
Kabul  and  elsewhere  in  Afghanistan,  as  well  as  having  many  varieties 
in  his  own  collection.  Evidence  from  an  entirely  independent  source 
was,  therefore,  of  extreme  importance  to  him.  It  also  is  timely. 

The  previous  government  of  Afghanistan  had  convened  a meeting  of  UNESCO 
in  Kabul  at  the  end  of  this  October  or  November,  which  was  due  to  begin 
work  on  its  emphasis  for  the  next  two  years,  to  wit,  the  Kushan  Empire. 

Dr.  MacDowall  and  another  scholar  from  England  had  been  invited  to  at- 
tend, and  the  invitation  to  do  so  had  just  been  confirmed  by  the  new 
government.  After  finishing  his  graduate  work  at  Oxford,  Dr.  MacDowall 
had  gone  to  a post  in  the  Department  of  Coins  and  Medals  at  the  BM  being, 
if  my  memory  is  correct.  Assistant  Keeper  for  the  SE  Asia  section  of 
which  the  Indian  collections  forms  a part.  He  has  long  since  special- 
ized in  the  Kushan  coinage  and,  unlike  most  scholars  in  that  field, 
has  particularly  concerned  himself  with  the  copper  coinage  (there  never 
was  any  silver) . In  a later  number  I shall  hope  to  do  a general  arti- 
cle on  this  field,  both  historically  and  numismatically , making  use 
of  some  of  the  information  he  gave  me. 

His  discussion  of  this  matter  took  our  whole  journey  to  and  from  the 
cafe,  as  well  as  the  entire  mealtime,  which  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
immense  pressure  of  all  the  work  to  be  done. 

Before  leaving  the  Ashmolean  and  Oxford,  I was  privileged  to  meet  one 
more  specialist  in  Indian  numismatics.  This  was  Mr.  Terry  Hardaker,  a 
cartographer  with  the  Clarendon  Press  in  Oxford.  He  very  kindly  came 
down  to  the  Museum  to  meet  me  and  I left  with  him  50  or  60  specimens 
from  a hoard  of  1000  copper  punchmarks  which  the  Olivia  Collection  had 
acquired  in  1977.  This  is  his  special  field  and  he  published  an  article 
on  a small  hoard  of  similar  copper  punch  marks  from  Andhra  Pradesh 
several  years  ago  in  the  Numismatic  Chronicle.  He  was  unable  to  help 
in  any  way  with  the  small  coppers  of  S.  India  and  Travancore,  but  he 
is  cataloguing  some  other  fields  of  the  de  Shortt  collection  for  the 
Ashmolean. 

This  marked  the  end  of  a busy  and  informative  numismatic  experience. 

October  15,  1978. 

********************************************************************** 


TA KK  LI FE  A L I TTLE  EA S 1 ER 

by  Gabriel  A.  Grams , Edmonton , Alberta,  Canada,  NT  Hi  152 

King  Henry  the  Eighth  one  day  chose 
To  debase  all  coins  showing  the  Rose 
And  his  royal  face. 

It  became  a grimace 

When  their  use  revealed  a Copper  Nose! 
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NUMISMATIC  NOTES  - FRANCE,  BELGIUM,  LUXEMBURG,  HOLLAND  & EAST  GERMANY 


by  W.  A.  Haskell,  Klein  Bieberau,  Germany,  NI  #LM15 

Frontier  barriers  and  formalities  between  countries  of  Western  Europe 
have  all  but  vanished,  and  the  day  of  at  least  informal  unification 
seems  to  be  with  us,  so  that  perhaps  the  appearance  of  a single  mone- 
tary system  not  tied  to  the  unstable  U.S.  dollar  may  be  not  long  de- 
layed , 

During  a September  1978  tour  of  northeastern  France  and  the  Benelux 
countries,  covering  nearly  3000  kilometers,  we  were  constantly  amazed 
at  the  lack  of  formality  encountered  at  frontier  crossings,  the  most 
formal  being  a nonchalant  wave-through  in  France,  to  be  pointedly  ignored 
in  Belgium,  to  a totally  unmanned  control  point  in  Luxemburg.  It  was 
an  uplifting  experience  after  the  grim  seriousness  encountered  at  East 
European  frontiers  involving  visas,  lengthy  delays,  barbed  wire  and 
machine-gun  toting  guards. 

Our  journey  took  us  to  Luxemburg  City  with  side  visits  to  the  American 
military  cemetery  at  Hamm  and  the  German  one  at  Sandweiler;  to  Bas- 
togne,  scene  of  the  U.S.  airborne  forces  defense  during  the  Ardennes 
battle  in  1944;  thence  to  the  Verdun  1916  battlefield  and  new  museum; 
northwards  through  Rheims,  Soissons,  St.  Quentin,  Cambrai,  Arras,  Vimy, 
Armentieres,  Mt.  Kemmel  and  Ypres,  all  scenes  of  bloody  fighting  from 
1914-18.  Except  for  endless  military  cemeteries  everywhere,  little 
remains  to  show  millions  of  men  fought  and  died  here  on  these  now  peace- 
ful fields.  In  Holland  we  visited  the  new  airborne  museum  at  Arnhem/ 
Osterbeek  made  famous  currently  by  the  recent  book  and  film  "A  Bridge 
Too  Far". 

Coins  in  circulation  in  France  most  commonly  encountered  were  the  chrome- 
steel  one  centime  (Y102)  with  various  dates,  the  1/2  Franc  struck  in 
nickel  (Y107)  and  the  1 Franc  (Y108) , also  in  nickel.  The  aluminum- 
bronze  20  centimes  (Y105)  was  also  often  encountered  in  change  and  the 
earliest  date  noted  was  1963,  the  most  recent  1977  in  about  uncirculated 
condition.  Banknotes  obtained  in  exchange  included  50  Francs  (P-80), 

100  Francs  (P-81),  10  Francs  (P-83)  and  the  "new"  50  Franc  note  dated 
1976,  as  yet  not  listed  in  Pick.  Notes  are  rarely  found  in  better  than 
fine  condition  from  long  circulation  and  pinholes,  and  frequently  could 
be  scarcely  graded  above  "good"  by  any  standards,  even  those  obtained 
at  banks! 

Coins  in  circulation  in  Luxemburg  include  the  aluminum  25  centimes 
(Y30a) , 1 Franc  copper-nickel  (Y41)  and  5 Francs  1971  (Y42) . Current 
banknotes,  usually  in  fair  condition,  include  20  Francs  (P-53),  10 
Francs  (P-54)  and  50  Francs  (P-56) . All  coins  and  banknotes  carry  the 
bust  or  portrait  of  Grand  Duke  Jean,  present  ruler  of  the  Grand  Duchy 
since  1964,  with  the  exception  of  the  25  centimes  coin  which  has  the 
arms  of  Luxemburg. 

Belgium  was  traversed  in  such  haste  we  avoided  any  transactions  except 
by  credit  card.  Traffic  and  roads  are  so  congested  as  to  make  travel 
in  this  tiny  country  a trial  indeed,  especially  on  secondary  roads  , 
which  are  also  very  poorly  marked,  permitting  us  to  get  lost  with  great 
regularity.  So,  we  hastened  on  to  Holland,  thus  can  make  no  first 
hand  report  on  current  numismatics  in  Belgium. 
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In  Holland  the  current  series  of  banknotes  in  circulation  were  5 , 10 
and  25  Gulden  (P-95,  P-91,  P-93)  respectively.  We  had  no  occasion  to 
use  the  100  and  1000  Gulden  notes  (P-92,  P-94),  nor  were  any  seen  in 
circulation,  although  that  is  not  to  say  they  are  not  in  use.  All  bank- 
notes in  Holland  were  without  exception  in  very  fine  to  uncirculated 
condition . 

The  coins  most  frequently  encountered  were  1 Cent  in  bronze  (Y57),  10 
and  25  Cents  in  nickel  (Y59-60),  1 Gulden  and  the  large  2-1/2  Gulden 
(Y61a-62a) , also  in  nickel.  The  earliest  date  observed  was  a 1956 
5 Cent  bronze  (Y58) , and  the  most  recent  date  noted  was  on  several 
1977  10  Cent  coins  in  about  uncirculated  condition. 
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In  marked  contrast  to  the  easy  informality  of  Western  Europe  were 
border  crossings  into  East  Germany,  or  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 
Although  we  had  previously  acquired  visas,  an  interminable  delay  en- 
sued at  the  frontier  under  the  watchful  eyes  of  soldiers  armed  with 
machine-pistols.  The  frontier  crossing  points  are  literally  surrounded 
by  barricades,  barbed  wire  and  fences.  An  additional  15  West  German 
Marks  fee  was  levied  for  the  privilege  of  entering  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  and  money  was  officially  changed  from  West  German  to  East 
German  Marks  and  the  exchange  carefully  recorded  on  a one  to  one  basis. 
Another  innovation  is  that  a second  guard  checks  passport  photographs 
carefully  against  the  individual  before  returning  the  document.  We 
were  issued  bank  fresh  East  German  Marks  at  this  time  in  Five  Mark 
denominations  ONLY  (P-22,  1964)  from  a new  brick  of  notes  with  consecu- 
tive serial  numbers  and  we  were  warned  any  money  to  be  converted  back 
to  western  currency  must  be  the  same  bank  fresh  notes.  In  fact,  no 
other  notes  of  any  other  denomination  were  seen  during  our  relatively  | 
short  sojurn  in  the  GDR. 


Coins  encountered  were  the  aluminum  10  and  50  Pfennig  (Y10-11)  and  1 
and  2 Marks  (Y12-13) , also  in  aluminum.  Two  aluminum-bronze  20  Pfennig 
coins  (YAH)  dated  1969  were  also  found  in  change.  The  earliest  date 
noted  on  any  coin  was  a 1958  50  Pfennig  and  the  most  recent  date  was  a 
1971  1 Mark.  All  coins  showed  evidence  of  the  long  circulation  in 
keeping  with  their  dates. 


West  German  Marks  were  readily  accepted  but  shops  issued  a receipt 
showing  the  amount  of  western  money  received  and  the  amount  of  East 
German  change  given.  The  purchaser's  signature  was  required  and  he 
was  given  a duplicate  copy  of  the  receipt  of  the  transaction.  However, 
this  was  not  checked  by  border  officials  on  exiting  the  GDR. 


Our  exit  involved  a much  longer  wait  than  entering.  Exiting  cars  and 
trucks  were  being  searched  interminably,  with  vigilence  and  deadly 
precision,  which  included  probing  fuel  tanks,  wheeled  mirrors  for  ob- 
serving the  underside  of  vehicles  and  dogs  being  used  to  seek  contr- 
band,  not  the  normal  type  of  frontier  inspections  made  by  customs 
officers  elsewhere.  Our  remaining  East  German  Marks  were  exchanged 
for  West  German  Marks  without  difficulty,  although  we  had  been  exceed- 
ingly careful  to  retain  the  uncirculated  5 Mark  notes  issued  on  enter- 
ing. However,  it  was  not  without  some  relief  that  we  re-entered  the 
German  Federal  Republic! 
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A ZOO  IN  YOUR  POCKET 


by  0.  D.  Cresswell,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  NI  # 560 

I suppose  a good  many  animal  lovers  would  like  to  have  their  own 
private  zoo,  but  shortage  of  space  and  the  money  needed  to  feed  the 
animals  makes  this  a pipe  dream.  Yet  it  is  quite  possible  at  small 
expense  to  assemble  a zoo  on  coins  and,  if  you  like,  carry  it  about 
in  your  pocket. 

Most  people  start  off  their  tour  of  the  zoo  with  the  big  cats  and  as 
far  as  lions  are  concerned  you  can  find  them  on  the  coins  of  Belgium, 
Poland  and  Ethiopia,  where  the  Emperor  bore  the  title  of  Lion  of  Judah. 
If  your  preference  is  for  free  range  lions  as  opposed  to  the  rather 
lifeless  heraldic  beast,  then  Niger  and  East  Africa  can  supply  your 
needs.  Indonesia  will  provide  a tiger  for  you  and  for  a jaguar  we 
must  travel  to  Venezuela. 

If  our  zoo  is  of  the  safari  type  then  we  need  deer  and  antelope  and 
there  are  plenty  to  pick  from.  Zambia,  Rhodesia  and  Cameroon  have 
splendid  specimens  on  their  coins  and  the  United  States  can  supply  us 
a buffalo.  The  springbok  is  symbolic  of  South  African  and  duly  ap- 
pears on  their  coins.  While  perhaps  slightly  incorrect  from  a zo- 
ological point  of  view  we  could  put  our  camel  from  Somalia,  giraffes 
from  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  and  a llama  from  Bolivia  in  the  same  part 
of  the  park.  Kangeroos  from  Australia,  rhinos  from  Nepal  and  hippo- 
potamus from  The  Gambia  may  be  overstocking,  but  we  must  find  room 
somewhere  for  a magnif icierrt  moose  from  Canada. 

What  about  a bird  house?  Why  not  as  eagles  are  almost  two  a penny 
on  the  coins  of  Germany,  Mexico,  Albania  and  the  Argentine.  Chile 
will  supply  a condor  and  our  own  farthing  a wren.  Flamingos  from  the 
Bahamas,  a peacock  from  Burma,  a quetzal  from  Guatemala  and  a strictly 
sober  toucan  from  Belize  can  stock  our  cages  and  if  we  want,  a sure 
fire  attraction  forthe  curious,  then  Russia  can  give  us  a two-headed 
eagle.  Still  on  the  curious,  surely  no  zoo  could  refuse  dragons 
from  China  and  Japan,  the  extinct  dodo  bird  from  Mauritius,  not  to 
mention  the  mythological  garuda  bird  from  Siam  and  the  equally  un- 
likely winged  horse  from  Greece.  I think  we  could  even  find  room 
for  a rather  pathetic  looking  tail-less  cat  from  the  Isle  of  Man. 

To  complete  our  zoo  we  can  have  an  aquarium.  The  Bahamas  can  offer 
us  both  swordfish  and  starfish  while  Tuvalu  has  an  octupus  on  its 
coins.  Eire  can  supply  a salmon  and  if  we  need  some  turtles  then  both 
the  Seychelles  and  the  Fiji  islands  are  able  to  meet  our  needs.  Malta 
has  a peaceful  looking  crab  and  out  of  doors  we  can  have  crocodiles 
from  The  Gambia  and  alligators  from  Pakistan.  We  can  even  have  an 
armadillo  as  Venezuela  uses  this  animal  as  the  design  on  some  of  its 
coins.  We  could  go  on  at  length  but  one  animal,  and  that  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  all  the  animals  in  a zoo  would  be  conspicious  for 
its  absence  - the  monkey.  Perhaps  they  just  don't  fit  into  a design, 
maybe  they  won't  stay  still  long  enough,  but  we  have  to  be  content 
with  a Barbary  Ape  from  Gibraltar  to  fill  the  monkey  cages.  Anyway, 
if  a zoo  seems  too  outlandish  for  your  pocket,  why  not  a farm.  There 
are  plenty  of  animals  and  plants  to  be  found  on  the  coins  of  the 
wor  Id . 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here  are 
supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  pub- 
lished and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Coin 
Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers  in  any 
other  publications  is  authorized.) 


* Collectors'  Coins 
AUSTRIA 

* Y156  100  Schilling  1978,  .640  Silver  (36mm),  Arlberg  Tunnel 

CAYMAN  ISLANDS 

Yla  1 Cent  1978,  Bronze 

Y2a  5 Cents  1978,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y3a  10  Cents  1978,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y4a  25  Cents  1978,  Cupro-Nickel 

* Y5a  50  Cents  1978,  Silver 

* Y6a  1 Dollar  1978,  Silver 

* Y7a  2 Dollars  1978,  Silver 

* Y8a  5 Dollars  1978,  Silver 

* Y12a  50  Dollars  1978,  Silver 

* Y13a  100  Dollars  1978,  Gold 

(Yl-8a:  Obverse  with  Coronation  Anniversary  legend) 

(Y12-13a:  Reverse  with  Coronation  Anniversary  legend) 

COOK  ISLANDS 

* Y23  250  Dollars  1978,  .900  Gold  (32.3mm) 

250th  Anniversary  Birth  of  James  Cook 

FIJI 

* Y36  25  Dollars  1975,  .925  Silver,  King  Cakobau 

* Y37  100  Dollars  1975,  .500  Gold,  King  Cakabau 

Y38  1 Cent  1977,  Bronze  (17.5mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

* Y39  10  Dollars  1977,  .925  Silver  (40mm),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 

(Note:  Y38-39  were  reported  previously  as  Y36-37  in  the  May 

1977  issue  and  have  been  renumbered.) 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

* Y63  5 Mark  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (29mm),  Anti-Apartheid  Year 

* Y64  10  Mark  1978,  Silver  (31mm),  Justus  von  Liebig 

* Y65  10  Mark  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (31mm),  First  Orbital  Flight 

(Note:  Y64-65  were  reported  previously  as  Y63-64  in  the 

September  and  December  1978  issues  and  have  been  renumbered.) 

ISRAEL 

* Y87  25  Pounds  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (34mm),  Chanukah  1978 

MACAO 

* Y8  100  Patacas  1978,  .925  Silver  (39mm),  25th  Anniv.  Grand  Prix 

* Y9  500  Patacas  1978,  Gold  (22mm),  25th  Anniversary  Grand  Prix 

PANAMA 

* Y55  10  Balboas  1978,  .925  Silver  (45mm),  Panama  Canal  Treaties 

* Y56  100  Balboas  1978,  .900  Gold  (26mm),  Dove  Orchid  Design 

* Y57  500  Balboas  1978,  .900  Gold  (45mm),  30th  Anniv.  of  O.A.S. 

(Note:  Y56-57  were  reported  previously  as  Y55-56  in  the 

November  1978  issue  and  have  been  renumbered.) 
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PARAGUAY 

Y35  5 Guaranies  1978,  Steel  (20mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y36  10  Guaranies  1978,  Steel  (22mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

SAN  MARINO 

* Y74  1000  Lire  1978,  .835  Silver  (31.4mm) 

150th  Anniversary  Birth  of  Leo  Tolstoy 


SUDAN 

Y68  1 Pound  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (40mm,  10-sided  planchet) 

Rural  Women  (F.A.O.) 

TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS 

(The  following  is  a series  of  10  silver  and  10  gold  pieces 
which  feature  a heraldic  animal  as  specified  below.) 

* Y25-34  25  Crowns  1978,  .925  Silver  (47mm): 

Lion,  Griffin,  Red  Dragon,  Unicorn,  Greyhound,  White  Horse, 
Black  Bull,  Yale,  Falcon,  White  Lion. 

* Y35-44  50  Crowns  1978,  .500  Gold  (25mm): 

(Heraldic  animals  same  as  for  Y25-34  above.) 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Y70  1 Dollar  1979,  Copper-Nickel  Clad  Copper  (26.5mm) 

VATICAN  CITY 

* Y141  500  Lire  September  1978,  .835  Silver,  Sede  Vacante 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Feels  Newfoundland  should  have  been  included  in  Decolinization  article 

I have  just  finished  reading  "Decolonization  of  the  British  Empire", 
by  Peter  Kraneveld  (NIB,  November  1978,  pp348-366) . The  article  is 
an  interesting  mix  of  history  and  its  effect  on  coinage.  It  seems 
the  normal  course  is  about  coinage  reflecting  the  course  of  history. 

I do  feel  that  Newfoundland  should  have  been  included  under  North 
America.  Newfoundland  was  a separate  British  colony  until  Dec.  31, 
1949,  at  which  time  it  joined  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  This  even  oc- 
curred during  the  reign  of  King  George  VI  within  the  scope  of  the 
article . 

Newfoundland  issued  coinage  from  1865  until  1947.  These  coins  follow- 
ed the  usual  pattern  with  the  portrait  of  the  ruling  monarch  the  device 
on  one  side  of  each  type.  Newfoundland  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  only  British  colony  to  have  issued  a gold  coin.  This  was  the  2 
dollar  coin  of  1865  to  1888.  It  is  sometimes  called  the  "double 
dollar". 

The  inclusion  of  Newfoundland  is  to  be  sure  a minor  point.  But,  a 
photo  of  the  2 dollar  coin,  and  the  magnificent  1949  Canada  dollar 
would  have  been  appropriate.  The  1949  dollar  depicts  John  Cabot's 
ship  Matthew.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  ship  in  which  Cabot  discovered 
Newfoundland  in  1497.  Whenever  a poll  of  collectors  is  taken  to  de- 
termine the  world's  most  beautiful  coin,  the  1949  Canada  dollar 
always  receives  very  high  consideration. 
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Gerald  Easton 
Camas , Washington 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION: 


After  a 10  month  delay,  we  are  resuming  the  listing  of  the  coins  we 
have  in  the  Reference  Collection.  It  was  decided  to  start  over  with 
the  alphabetical  listing  since  there  have  been  quite  a number  of  ad- 
ditions since  the  listings  were  terminated  last  March.  We  are  still 
trying  to  locate  a new  curator,  but  in  the  meantime  a committee  of 
NI  officers  will  be  handling  the  collection.  Your  donations  are  tax- 
deductible  (US  Members  only) , so  if  you  have  some  extras  that  we  do 
not  show  as  being  in  the  collection,  we  would  welcome  the  donation. 


(Only  coins  grading  FINE  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  desiring  to  borrow 
coins  from  the  collection  for  research  purposes,  lecture  use,  non- 
competitive displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may  do  so  by  paying  post- 
age and  insurance  both  directions.) 

(Note:  The  best  specimen  of  each  issue  and  variety  received  is  re- 

tained for  the  collection,  while  duplicates  will  be  sold  or  put  to 
other  uses  to  offset  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  collection.) 

(Coins  in  the  collection  which  are  UNCIRCULATED  are  underlined . ) 


AFGHANISTAN:  Y10.1  - AH1312;  Y90  - SH1316 (1937) ; Y93  - SH1316 (1937) ; 

Y94  - SH1316 (1937) ; Y96  - SH1330(1951) ; Y96a  - SH1332 (1953) ; Y98  - 
SH1337 (1958)  ; Y99  - SH1337 (1958) ; Y101  - SH1340(1961) ; Y102  - 
SH1340 ( 1961 ) . 


ALBANIA:  Y14  - 1935R;  Y15  - 1935R;  Y28  - 1940;  Y35  - 1947. 

ALGERIA:  Y1  - 1949(a);  Y2  - 1949(a);  Y3  - 1950(a),  1952(a);  Y4  - 

1964;  Y5  - 1%4;  Y6  - 1964;  Y7  - 1964;  Y8  - 1964;  Y9  - 1964;  Y10 
1964;  Yll  - 1970;  Y13  - 1972;  Y14  - 1972. 


ANGOLA:  Y20  - 1928;  Y21  - 1927;  Y22  - 1949;  Y23  - 1948;  Y23a  - 1962; 

Y24  - 1948,  1950;  Y25  - 1955,  1961;  Y26  - 1956;  Y27  - 1953,  1956; 
Y28  - 1952. 


ARGENTINA:  Y2  - 1893,  1894;  Y7  - 1903,  1914,  1933,  1937,  1938,  1940, 

1942;  Y8  - 1898,  1920,  1921,  1925,  1937,  1938;  Y9  - 1938,  1942; 

Y12  - 1940;  Y12a  - 1948;  Y13  - 1939,  1940;  Y13a  - 1949;  Y14  - 
1941,  Y15  - 1942,  1944,  1945,  1946,  1947,  1949,  1950;  Y16  - 1942, 

1948,  1949;  Y17  - 1947,  1949;  Y18  - 1950;  Y19  - 1950;  Y20  - 1950; 

Y21  - 1951,  1952;  Y21a  - 1953;  Y21b  - 1955,  1956;  Y22  - 1951; 

Y22a  - 1953;  Y22b  - 1954,  1955,  1956;  Y23  - 1951;  Y23a  - 1953; 

Y23b  - 1954,  1956;  Y24  - 1952,  1953,  1954,  1955;  Y25  - 1957,  1958, 
1959;  Y26  - 1958;  Y27  - 1957,  1958,  1959;  Y28  - 1957,  1958,  1960, 

1961;  Y29  - 1957,  1958,  1959,  1960;  Y30  - 1960;  Y31  - 1962,  1963, 

1964,  1965,  1966;  Y32  - 1962,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1966,  1967,  1968; 

Y33  - 1968;  Y34  - 1966;  Y35  - 1968;  Y36  - 1973;  Y38  - 1970. 

AUSTRALIA:  Y1  - 1910 (L) ; Y2  - 1910(L);  Y5  - 1911(L),  19171(C),  1922(Sy), 

1927  (M)  ; Y6  - 1912H,  19171(C),  1919(M)  no  dots,  1924(M&Sy) , 1926- 
(M&Sy) , 1927(M),  193  3 00,  1934  00.  1935  00,  1936  00;  Y7  - 1927  00;  | 
Yll  - 191700;  Y12  - 191800;  Y13  - 1938  00,  1939  00;  YB13  - 1927P;^ 
Y14  - 1942 (M)  , 19421(B),  194300;  Y15  - 194100,  19421(B),  1942- 
(P)  "Y.",  1943 (P)  "Y.",  19431(B),  1944(P)  "Y.";  Y16  - 1938 (M), 
1940(M),  1942D,  1942S , 1943D,  1943(M),  1943S,  1944S;  Y17  - 1940(M)  , 
1942D , 1942S , 1943D;  Y18  - 194000,  1941(M),  1942". S",  1943". S", 
1944S ; Y 19  - 193800,  1941  (M),  1942  00,  1942S,  194300,  1943S, 
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AUSTRALIA  (Continued): 

1944(M);  Y20  - 1937(M);  Y21  - 1949(P)  "Y.",  1951(P)  "Y.",  1951- 
PL(L),  1952 (P)  "A.”;  Y22  - 1949(M),  1951(M),  1951 (P)  "Y . " , 1952(M), 
1952 (P)  "A.";  Y23  - 1951(M);  Y24  - 1950(M),  1951(LPL),  1952(M); 

Y25  - 1951PL;  Y26  - 1950(M),  1952(M);  Y27  - 1952(M);  Y28  - 1953- 
(P)  "A.”,  1954 (P)  "Y.";  Y30  - 1953(M);  Y31  - 1954(M);  Y34  - 1954(M) 
Y35  - 1959 (M) , 1962(P)  "Y.",  1963(P)  "Y.",  1964(P)  "Y.";  Y36  - 
1956 (M) , 1958 (M),  1961(P)  "Y.",  1962(P)  "Y.",  1963(P)  "Y.",  1964- 
(P)  "Y.",  1964 (M);  Y37  - 1960(M),  1961(M),  1962(M),  1963(M),  Y38  - 
1955 (M) , 1958(M) , 1960(M),  1963(M);  Y39  - 1959(M),  1960(M),  1963(M) 
Y40  - 1956 (M) , 1960 (M) , 1962(M),  1963(M);  Y41  - 1966(7),  1967, 

1968,  1969,  1970,  1971,  1972,  1973,  1974,  1975;  Y42  - 1966(7), 

1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1971,  1972,  1973,  1974;  Y43  - 1966(7), 

1967,  1971,  1974,  1975;  Y44  - 1966(7),  1967,  1968,  1969,  1972, 

1973,  1974,  1975;  Y45  - 1966(7),  1972;  Y46  - 1966;  Y48  - 1970. 

AUSTRIA:  C8  - 1765;  C12  - (No  Date);  C16  - 1761,  1762;  C39  - 1758; 

C78  - 1760;  C116  - 1771B;  C128  - 1781A;  C150  - 1799A;  C150a  - 
1800C;  C157  - 1804B;  C173  - 1812S;  C174  - 1812B;  C175  - 1816S; 

C176  - 1816A;  C177  - 1816A;  C178  - 1807S;  C179  - 1807S;  C180  - 
1815B;  C180b  - 1826A;  C181a  - 1821B;  C183  - 1808A;  C183a  - 1814A; 

Cl 88a  - 1837A;  C190a  - 1837A;  C191a  - 1845C;  C196  - 1848A;  C198  - 
1851A ; C199  - 1851B;  C200  - 1851B;  C201  - 1851A;  C202  - 1849A; 


C206  - 1854A;  C210  - 1854A;  Y6  - 1858B,  1885;  Y7  - 1881,  1885; 


Y8  - 

1860B;  Y9  - 

1858B; 

Yll  - 

1872; 

Y14  - 

1859; 

Y26  - 

1895, 

1897  , 

1901, 

1909,  1911; 

Y27  - 

1916; 

Y28  - 

1894, 

1897, 

1899, 

1901, 

1903, 

1905, 

1908,  1910, 

1912; 

Y29  - 

1893, 

1895, 

1910; 

Y30  - 

1893, 

1895, 

1907; 

Y31  - 1915, 

1916; 

Y32  - 

1916  ; 

Y33  - 

1916, 

1917, 

1918; 

Y34  - 

1916, 

1917,  1918; 

Y35  - 

1893; 

Y37  - 

1915; 

Y55  - 

1780 

Restrike ; 

Y56  - 

1924;  Y57  - 

1924; 

Y58  - 

1924; 

Y60  - 

1925, 

1926, 

1927, 

1928, 

1935; 

Y61  - 1929, 

1936  , 

1937; 

Y62  - 

1931, 

1934, 

1936; 

Y63  - 

1925, 

1929; 

Y65  - 1935; 

Y66  - 

1934; 

Y67  - 

1925, 

1926; 

Y68  - 

1925, 

1926  ; 

Y69  - 

1928;  Y87  - 

1950, 

1955, 

1957, 

1963, 

1964, 

1966, 

1968, 

1969, 

1972  ; 

Y89  - 1950, 

1951, 

1952, 

1954, 

1957, 

1962, 

1964, 

1965, 

1966, 

1968; 

Y90  - 1952, 

1953, 

1955, 

1957, 

1959, 

1961, 

1963, 

1964, 

1965, 

1966, 

1967,  1968, 

1970  , 

1971, 

1972; 

Y91  - 

1947, 

1952, 

1955; 

Y92  - 

1946, 

1947,  1952, 

1957  ; 

Y93  - 

1946, 

1947; 

Y94  - 

1952  ; 

Y95  - 

1951, 

1954; 

Y99  - 1957, 

1958  , 

1965, 

1966, 

1973; 

YA99  - 

• 1974 

; Y103 

- 

1959, 

1960,  1961, 

1962, 

1963, 

1964, 

1965, 

1966, 

1971, 

1972  ; 

Y 104 

1959, 

1960,  1961, 

1963, 

1964, 

1965, 

1966, 

1967, 

1968, 

1970, 

1971, 

1972; 

Y 106  - 1960 

, 1961 

, 1962, 

1964 

, 1965 

; Y106a 

; - 1969,  1970, 

1971; 

Y112  - 1964 

; Y129 

- 1972. 

AUSTRIAN  NETHERLANDS: 

Clb  - 

1777; 

C13  - 

1763; 

C44  - 

1793; 

C46  - 

1797C 

AZORES:  C51  - 1887;  Y3  - 1966;  Y4  - 1901. 


****************  ****************************************************** 


CLEANING  GREASY  COINS 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  HLM-1 2 

In  trying  to  rid  oneself  of  the  grease  that  often  accompanies  Indian 
coins,  I have  found  that  the  automatic  dishwasher  detergent  CASCADE 
is  far  and  away  the  best  to  use  in  a sonic  cleaner,  large  or  small. 
When  I had  trouble  with  several  groups  of  very  greasy  coins,  this  de- 
tergent was  recommended  to  me  by  the  makers  of  the  sonic  cleaners.  I 
have  found  it  excellent.  With  copper  coins,  I add  a few  drops  of 
vinegar  (depending  on  the  size  of  the  coin)  as  well. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

NUMISTAT , published  by  Bickels  Coins  and  Medals,  (PTY.)  Ltd.,  P.  0. 

Box  10690,  Johannesburg,  Republic  of  South  Africa.  1978-79  Edition. 
104pp,  6"  x 8-1/2"  glossy  paper,  stiff  paper  cover,  bilingual  (Eng- 
lish & Afrikaans).  $6.50  US  air  mail  postpaid  from  the  publisher. 

The  1978-79  edition  of  this  important  work  is  now  available.  All 
valuations  contained  are  in  rands. 

The  first  half  of  the  catalogue  lists  and  values  in  6 grades  from  Fine 
through  Proof  all  coins  of  South  Africa  starting  with  the  1874  Burgers 
gold  one  "pond".  Mintage  figures  for  currency  and  for  proof  specimens 
are  given,  as  well  as  photos  of  all  type  coins.  South  African  proof 
sets  are  listed  with  mintage  figures  and  valued.  Pattern  coins  of  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa,  Orange  Free  State,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Graqua- 
town  and  South  Africa  (1962-1965)  are  catalogued  with  metal,  diameter, 
weight,  edge  and  valuation. 

South  African  paper  money,  beginning  with  the  issues  of  1900,  is  cata- 
logued and  valued  in  1 to  3 conditions  (Fine  to  UNC)  as  required  by 
numismatist  Harold  P.  Levius.  Various  varieties,  including  dates  and 
language,  are  listed  and  valued.  The  number  of  copies  printed  of  each 
note  is  indicated.  A well  written  text  gives  background  material  on 
various  issues. 

Dr.  Frank  Mitchell,  a numismatist  for  over  half  a century,  has  authored 
a most  interesting  10  page  section  entitled  "The  Coins  of  South  Africa", 
giving  the  important  details  of  her  numismatic  history  since  1873. 

While  valuations  for  coins  in  UNC  and  to  a lesser  extent  in  EF  are 
somewhat  higher  in  the  present  edition  of  this  catalogue,  1 feel  they 
are  still  low  for  a number  of  pre-1930  coins  of  George  V and  for  a few 
coins  of  George  VI  which  are  rarely  if  ever  available  in  uncirculated 
condition.  Valuations  given  for  pre-1930  silver  coins  in  UNC  do  not 
exceed  350  rands  each  except  for  the  1925  florin  which  is  valued  at 
2,000  rands.  The  rarity  of  a number  of  pre-1930  coins  in  UNC  should 
command  2 to  4 times  their  present  valuation.  Coins  of  similar  rarity 
and  vintage  in  UNC  condition  in  the  Canadian,  Irish  and  Australian 
series  command  several  times  the  valuation  given  for  their  South  African 
counterpart . 

Hopefully  the  major  South  African  die  varieties  will  be  listed  in  the 
next  edition  of  this  excellent  catalogue. 

Bickels  publishes  a free  quarterly  price  list  of  South  African  and 
Rhodesian  coins  and  proof  sets,  and  its  own  albums  for  these  series. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  COINAGE  OF  WILLIAM  WOOD  1722-1733  (A  Reprint),  by  Philip  Nelson. 
48pp,  3pp  plates.  Soft  cover.  $6.00  US  postpaid  from  the  publisher: 
Sanford  J.  Durst,  133  East  58th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10022,  USA. 

This  reference  was  originally  published  in  1903  and  was  reprinted  by 
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Spink  & Son  Ltd.,  England  in  1959.  Mr.  Durst 's  recent  reprint  is 
limited  to  500  copies.  The  plates  at  the  end  of  the  book  illustrate 
many  of  the  coins  described. 

The  pattern  and  currency  coinage  of  William  Wood  includes  the  farth- 
ing and  half  penny  for  Ireland (1722-1724) , the  Rosa  Americana  half- 
penny, penny  and  twopence  (1722-1724)  and  the  Isle  of  Man  halfpenny 
and  penny  (1723-1733).  Mr.  Nelson  described  the  pattern  and  currency 
coins  for  each  of  these  three  countries  in  separate  chapters,  giving 
for  each  item  the  complete  description  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  de- 
sign, weight  in  grams , diameter,  metal  and  type  of  edge. 

William  Wood,  born  July  31,  1671,  was  a person  of  very  considerable 
financial  standing  before  venturing  into  numismatics.  He  was  the 
owner  of  copper  and  iron  mines  in  the  west  of  England  and  had  leased 
mining  rights  in  some  30  English  and  Welsh  countries.  For  the  sum  of 
10,000  pounds,  he  acquired  a patent  for  coining  of  copper  money 
for  Ireland  from  the  mistress  of  King  George  I.  According  to  Mr. 
Nelson  all  coins  emanating  from  the  mint  of  William  Wood  show  great 
beauty  of  design  and  execution  though  the  weights  of  individual  speci- 
mens show  considerable  differences.  The  coins  were  infinitely  super- 
ior to  any  copper  currency  that  had  made  its  appearance  up  to  that 
time,  and  to  any  subsequent  issue  until  the  appearance  of  the  Boulton 
and  Watt  coinage  in  1979  struck  by  steam-power  at  the  Soho  Mint. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


SAID  MALTA  STAMP  AND  COIN  CATALOGUE  1979,  by  Godwin  Said.  392pp, 
illus.,  5-1/2"  x 8",  durable  linen  cover.  $8.00  US  airmail  postpaid 
from  Emanuel  Said,  32  Britannia  St.,  Valetta,  Malta. 

The  10th  edition  of  the  standard  Malta  reference  was  released  last 
October  10th. 

The  coins  and  proof  sets  of  the  Republic  of  Malta  from  1972  on  are 
listed  with  mintage  figures,  valuations  and  photos.  The  coins  of  the 
Sovereign  Military  Order  of  Malta  from  1961  on  are  listed  with  perti- 
nent details,  but  no  photos. 

Government  currency  notes  of  Malta  are  listed  by  type  but  not  valued. 
The  first  issue  was  in  1914.  The  author  subdivides  the  notes  into  29 
types  and  included  the  following  data  for  each  type  note:  date  of 
issue,  data  on  note,  color,  dimension,  signature,  watermark,  printers 
and  design  description. 

The  stamp  section  covers  360  pages  in  a spacious  layout  with  a separ- 
ate page  for  each  set  of  stamps.  Clear,  full  size  photos  are  included 
for  each  differently  designed  stamp.  The  designer,  printer,  process, 
watermark,  gum,  perf ormation,  plate  and  sheet  data,  imprint,  last 
day  of  sale  and  number  printed  (or  quantity  sold)  are  listed  with 
each  set  of  stamps. 

Mr.  Said  is  a well  established  dealer  in  stamps  and  coins  of  Malta. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

JANUARY  NI  EDUCATIONAL  FORUM:  The  speaker  for  the  January  1979  NI 

Educational  Forum  in  Dallas  will  be  Grover  Gillett,  Jr.  who  will  pre- 
sent a program  entitled  "Monetary  Systems  and  Trends  in  the  Intrinsic 
Value  of  Coinage".  The  meeting  will  begin  at  7:30PM,  Wednesday, 

January  17th,  1979  in  the  Community  Room  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Republic  Savings  Building  at  6300  Mockingbird  Lane  (just  west  of 
Abrams  Road),  Dallas,  Texas. 

17TH  NI  MAIL  BID  SALE:  The  deadline  for  receiving  lots  for  the  next 

NI  Mail  Bid  Sale  is  January  15,  1979.  Maximum  lots  per  member  is  25. 
Minimum  value  per  lot  is  $3.00.  Seller  must  place  a minimum  bid  on 
all  lots,  which  will  not  be  printed  in  the  catalog.  If  the  mail  bid 
committee  disagrees  with  the  description  or  grading  of  any  coin,  their 
opinion  will  hold,  however  the  seller  will  be  allowed  to  withdraw  the 
lot  up  until  sale  closing.  Lots  of  more  than  one  coin  must  be  close- 
ly related  by  type,  date,  etc.  The  committee  reserves  the  right  to 
reject  any  lot  it  deems  unsuitable.  A charge  of  15%  will  be  made  on 
all  lots  sold  except  gold  which  will  be  5%.  There  will  be  a .25c 
charge  for  each  lot  not  sold.  Full  postage  and  insurance  will  be 
charged  to  all  lots  returned  to  sellers.  Mail  all  lots  to  Carl  Young, 

P.  0.  Box  1836,  Dallas,  TX  75221,  USA. 

RevMex,  Sunset  Ridge  Road,  Ozawkie,  Kansas  66070:  The  Internal  Revenue 

Service  (IRS)  has  made  their  final  determination  and  has  found  RevMex 
to  be  a non-profit  educational  organization  (just  as  we  always  suspect- 
ed it  was) . RevMex  has  issued  eleven  quarterly  publications  to  date. 

The  last  two  issues  of  The  Mexican  Revolution  Reporter  are  still  avail- 
able to  persons  interested  in  either  the  events  or  the  numismatics  of 
the  1910-1920  period  of  Mexican  history. 

Paul  Bosco,  540  E.  5th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10009:  WANTED:  Jettons. 

Especially  medieval  and  pieces  to  1600,  Italian,  Spanish  and  Portuguese. 
Also  Low  Countries  historical  jettons  (will  pay  $30-up  in  Fine  for 
silver  examples) . Low  grades  generally  OK.  I collect  nearly  all 
world  tokens,  so  I'll  buy  unattributed  lots,  but  prefer  lists  with 
Neuman  numbers  and  grades. 

Paul  Bosco,  540  E.  5th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10009:  WANTED:  J.  Schul- 

man  Fixed  Price  List  #65  (April  1916)  and  #67  (January  1917).  Pay  at 
least  $20  each.  Also  want  Frankenhuis  catalog  of  WWI  medals,  and  the 
(1923)  Belgium  catalog  by  Lefebure. 

********************************************************************* 

GDR  ISSUES  NEW  TYPES  OF  1 AND  2 MARK  COINS 


NI  member  Christa  Persing  has  sent  us  information  on  the  new  1 and  2 
GDR  MARK  which  went  into  circulation  on  November  22,  1978.  They  are 
of  like  size,  weight  and  alloy  to  the  old  1 and  2 DEUTSCHE  MARK  (Y12- 
13)  which  will  remain  in  circultion  until  December  31,  1979.  The 
coins  sent  are  dated  1975,  but  Christa  indicates  there  are  dates  of 
later  years.  The  lettering  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  appears  to  be 
larger  than  that  on  the  older  Y12  and  Y13. 


